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advertising of all pharmaceuticals, In-
cluding minor analgesics, tobacco and
alcohol and that the co-operation of
States be invited to limlt all other
forms of advertising not under Com-
monwealth control.

At page 5 under the heading “Treatment

and Rehabilitation” the following recom-

mendation is made—

The sum of $5000000 should be
made available immediately for dis-
tribution to the States for the pro-
vision of facilities and staff for the
treatment and rehahbilitation of drug
dependence, including alcoholism,

Members opposite have had the temerity
to say that advertising has no impact.
I hope that when, shortly, the Premier
announces there is to be an electlon, he
will put this principle into eifect, and
we will not be seeing any Liberal Party
advertising, According to them, it will be
aﬁwaste of money because it will have no
effect.

The CHAIRMAN: The member has three
minutes remaining,

Mr BERTRAM: At page 10 under the
heading “General Observations” the fol-
lowing statement 1s made—

Although there is no doubt that
abuse of drugs is growing in Australia,
the use of illegal drugs has not
reached the epldemic proportions be-
ing experienced in other parts of the
world. Drug abuse in Australia is not
confined to any single age group or
segment of society, and of the many
drugs abused alcohol causes the great-
est soclal problem,

Recently T quoted the actual cost to Aus-
tralia in loss of production and certain
other directions due to the abuse of al-
cohol; the figure far exceeds the total
Western Australian Budget. Yet we are told
that we must sit mute and do nothing—
throw up our hands in complete defeatism
and not set an example. Certalnly, we
should not follow the steps taken by other
responsible Governments around the world.

I appreciate that the member for Mt.
Marshall has taken the initlative to stiffen
up my amendment, which I withdrew at
his suggestlon. It was heartenlng to see
somebody from the Government slde tak-
ing this matter seriously, and I certainly
hope sufficlent members in_this Committee
will recognise the real virtue of what he
is seeking to do.

New clause put and a division taken
with the following resulti—

Ayes—19

Mr Batemnn
Mr Bertram

Mr Bryce

Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke

Mr Jamleson
Mr T, H. Jones
Mr May
Mr Mclver
Mr McPharlin
Mr Skidmore
Mr Stephens
Mr Taylor
Mr Moller
(Teller)
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Noee—22
Mr Blaikle Mr Oid
Slr Charles Court Mr O'Nell
Mr Cowan Mr Ridge
Mrs Cralg Mr Rushton
Mr Grayden Mr 8halders
Mr Hartrey Mr Sibson
Mr P, V. Jonea Mr Sodeman
Mr Laurance Mr Tubby
Mr Mensaros Mr Watt
Mr Nanovich Mr ¥oung
Mr O'Connor Mr Clarko

f Teller)

New clause thus negatived.
Progress

Progress reparted and leave given to sit
again, on motlon by Mr Clarko.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.

Legialative Cmuril
Wednesday, the 8th September, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A, F.
Griffith) tock the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (7): ON NOTICE

1 KWINANA FREEWAY
EXTENSIONS

Alteration of Roule

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Health representing the
Minister for Transport:

(1) In respect of the letter from the
Minister for Traffic to the Com-
bined Societies for Perth’'s Rivers
(11th August, 1976) in which the
Minister states in part, *““(The
Societies) technical criticism of
the Kwinana Freeway project

contains . . . _incorrect assump-
tions . . . would the Minister ad-
vise—

(a) the most important of the
assumptions he regards as
incorrect; and

(b) the errors of fact
Societies’ document?

(2) (a) Is it the Minister's view that

details of the Kwinana Free-
way extension as ratified by
Parliament cannot be altered;

(b) have any alteratlons to the
project as ratified been
adopted or approved by the
Minister?

(3) Is it a fact that the 1989 traffic
on the Narrows Bridge is forecast
at 158000 by the Main Roads
Department?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

The information requested by the
Hon. Member will take some time
to collate. I will forward it to him
as soon as it is available.

in the
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2. FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY
Officers: Duty Hours

The Hon. D. K. DANS, to the Min-
ister for Justice, representing the Pre-

mier:

(1) Is it correct that the prescribed
normal hours of duty for “Gov-
ernment Officers” employed by the
Fremantle Port Authority are two
and a half hours per week in ex-
cess of the standard for other
staff employved by the Authority?

(2) Are these employees of the Fre-
mantle Port Authority who are
denied a thirty-five hour week by
the Government a minority of the
total number of staff of the Auth-

ority?

(3) Is it correct that employees of the
Fremantle Port Authority who
are industrially covered by unions
other than the Civil Service Asso-
ciation, can be paid a lower hourly
rate of pay when promoted to
“Government Officer” positions
which supervise the position they

previously held?
The Hon, N. McNEILL replied:

(1) Yes. Government officers work 374
hours a week, all other employees
of the Authority work 35 hours

a week.
(2) Yes.

(3) On promotion, an officer would
receive an increase in his annual
salary. In some cases, however, if
the respective salaries were con-
verted to an hourly rate, a mar-

ginal reduction could occur,
3. This question was posiponed.

4, FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY
Officers: Sick Leave

The Hon. D, K. DANS, to the Minister
for Justice representing the Premier:
(1) Do the majority of appointments
to “Government Officer” positions
at the PFremantle Port Authority
come from areas where there is
an entitlement to unexpired sick

leave upon retirement?

(2) Is it correct that employees of the
Fremantle Port Authority who are
entitled to unexpired sick leave
upon retirement lose this entitle-
ment when promoted to super-
visory or administrative “Govern-

ment Officer” positions?

(3) Has the thirty-five hour week and
the entitlement to unexpired sick
leave obtained for employees of
the Fremantle Port Authority
been achieved by both negotiation

and arbitration?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied;
(1) Yes,

(2) Yes, if the position to which an
employee is promoted is a “Gov-
ernment Officer” position.

(3) Wages staff secured entitlement to

unexpired sick leave by decision of
the Fremantle Port Authority on
June 15, 1972, and were granted
"a 35 hour week by Cabinet deci-
sion of the then Government on
April 2, 1973.
Clerical staff were granted the
same conditions in respect of un-
expired sick leave and a 35 hour
working week by decision of the
Western  Australian  Industrial
Commission on July 23, 1974.

This question was posiponed.

6. FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY

Officers: Duty Hours and Sick Leave

The Hon. D. K, DANS, to the Minister

for Justice representing the Premier:

(1) Is it correct that requests by the
Civil Service Association for the
Government to meet a deputation
on the matter of the thirty-five
hour week and sick leave rights
on retirement for Fremantle Port
Authority “Government Cfficers”
been refused by the Premler and
his Ministers?

(2) Is it correct that a request by the
Civil Service Association to have
the matter of the thirty-five hour
week and sick leave rights on
retirement for Fremantle Port
Authority “Government Officers”
privately arbitrated on ijts merits
has been refused by the Premier?

(3) Does the Premier and his Govern-
ment accept as industrially valid
that an officer who gains promo-
tion and thereby accepts greater
responsibilities should accept a re-
duction in conditions of service?

The Hon. N, McNEILL replied:

{1> The Civil Service Association and
senior officers of the Fremantle
Port Authority have made many
approaches claiming a 35 hour
week and sick leave rights on re-
tirement since the Western Aus-
tralian Industrial Commission
awarded these conditions to Fed-
erated Clerks’ Union members
employed by the Authority.

The claims have beeh considered
in detail by the Government and
following a reqguest to the Premier
on March 22, 1976, by the Civil
Service Association suggesting
that “a brief meeting would be
advantageous” it was advised that



Ministers were well informed on
the matter and that no case could
be sustained to agree to the
request,

(2) The Civil Service Association
requested private arbitration on
the ciaims made, but was advised
that the Government was not able
to accede to private arbitration on
a matter of such importance as a
35 hour week, a matter which was
then the subject of a eclaim in
the Australian Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission in which
the Government was involved.

(3) An officer gains promotion when
he is successful in his application
for a vacant higher position, and
therefore must have satisfied him-
self before making application
that the increased salary to bz
paid to him outweighs other con-
siderations.

This question was postponed.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
DR NEVILLE HILLS
Delivery of Paper

The Hon. D. K. DANS, to the Chief

Secretary:

(1) Did the Minister refuse permission
to Dr Neville Hills, a psychiatrist
with the Department of Correct-
ions, to deliver a paper on juvenile
offenders to the ninth Federal
Conference of Qccupational
Therapists currently being held
in Perth?

(2) Did the Minister give Dr Hills any
reason for refusing permission?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) What were his reasons for refus-
ing permission?

(6) Has Dr Hills been threatened
with disciplinary aetion 1f he
speaks to the Press about this or
any other matter?

{6} If so, why?

The Hon. N. McNEILT, replied:

(1) to (6} I am grateful to the Leader
of the Oppositlon for brief notice
of his intention to ask this quest-
ion, and in reply I wish to make a
statement concerning this matter,
and to group the answers.

I have not refused permission for
Dr Hills to present a paper to the
Australian OQccupaticnal Therap-
ists” Conference. On the 20th
July, through the Director of the
Department of Corrections, Dr
Hills submitted to me a draft of
his paper for my approval. On the
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26th July I returned the draft to
the director with the following
written comments—

I note that Dr Hills included
a stipulation that the views
expressed in no way reflect
the official view of the
Department. It would of
course be quite unrealistic to
believe that personal views of
a senior officer would be
unrelated to his position in
the Department, particularly
in a paper given to what
would be virtually a public
forum.

I regret that I cannot
approve of the draft paper as
submitted.

I point out that the views referred
to were not of a technical or
scientific nature, and that the
draft was returned promptly to
Dr Hills with the clear implica-
tion that a revised version might
be submitted. He had ample time
in which to do this, but he did
not do so. Nor did he seek any
clarification of my objections to
the views expressed in his paper.
With regard to whether Dr Hills
has been threatened with disel-
plinary action, he has not been
threatened with such action in
relation to this matter nor in
relation to any other matter to
my knowledge. However, he has
had brought to his nhotice on a
previous ocecasion Public Service
regulation 41A which states that
an officer shall not comment
either verbally or in writing on
any administrative action or upon
the Administration.

I trust that answers Mr Dans
question.

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

. Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).
Bill introduced, on motion by the Hon.
1. G. Medcealf (Attorney-General),
and read a first time.

. Adoption of Children Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by the Hon.
N. E. Baxter (Minister for Com-
munity Welfare), and read a first
time.

3, Acts Amendment (Expert Evidence)

Bill,
. Acts Amendment
Courts) Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by the
Hon. I. G. Medealf (Attorney-
General), and read a first time.

(Jurisdiction of
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND INFLATION

Commonwealth Government Action:
Motion

THE HON. D. W, COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [4.48 pm.]): I move—

{1) This House nofes with concern—

(a) the high level of unemploy-
ment in Australia generally
and Western Ausiralla in par-
ticular;

that unemployment has
worsened to a substantial
degree since the advent of the
Praser Government;

that the latest figures pro-
vided by the Government
Statistician are the highest
since the Great Depression of
the 1930’s and appear fto be
heading towards the half
million mark before the end
of this year.

We consider that the Australlan
Government’s strategy to reduce
Government spending in order to
direct more finance into the
private sector has contributed to
this unfavourable employment
situation and at the same time
has effected a deterioration in the
quality of life for workers and
their familles on incomes which
are lower than the average weekly
earning, pensioners and Abori-
gines; by—

(a) the abolition of taxation con-
cessions for dependent child-
ren;

the Introduction of a Medi-
bank levy and the restoration
of rights for Private Health
Funds to provide full medical
and hospital benefit to the
people of Australia which will
reduce the take-home pay of
some wage and salary earners
by as much as $10 per week;
& policy which has reduced
real wages for lower income
earners through a successful
advocacy in the Australian
Industrial Commission to
allow a very small percentage
of increases In the Consumer
Price Index to be reflected in
Iincomes;

s change from the previous
Government's policy of relat-
ing Soclal Security and
Repatriation Pensions as a
percentage of average weekly
earnings to movements in the
Consumer Price Index;

a large reduction in the grants
for Aboriginal welfare.

The House also notes with concern
the continued attacks by the Aus-
tralian Government on the trade

(b)

(e}

(2)

(h)

(c)

G Y

(e)

3
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union movement by its assertions
that wage increases are the sole
cause of the high inflation rate.

‘The House considers that the Aus-
tralian Government should con-
cern itself more with the Interest
of all people in the community
instead of an afluent few within
the private sector.

The reason for this motion, which I hope
the House will adopt, 1s that it is in con-
formity with the bpractice which has
applied in this House over the past two
years in that such a motion is moved In
this place whenever it 1s regarded by some
people that a worsening of the situation in
the Federal scene is occurring. I well recall
that in 1974 Mr Wordsworth moved a very
lengthy motion in respect of the perform-
ance of the Whitlam Government, and in
1975 Mr Lewls moved a motlon which was
described by some on this side as muck-
raking, and ng doubt it was.

We have arrlved at the time when this
House should express concern at the events
which have occurred in 1876 following the
advent of the Fraser Government., There
is no question at all that since the present
Federal Government came to power, illicitly
or otherwise—let us say it was in an un-
timely manner—

Point of Order

The Hon., N, McNEILL: Mr President, I
ask for a withdrawal of the word “illicit”
which wes used by Mr Cooley when refer-
ring to the Government coming to power,

The PRESIDENT: I suggest the hon-
ourable member withdraw the word. The
Governmeni of the day was elected by the
people and, therefore, in my view it was
not an illicit election.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: I would be
prepared to withdraw, Mr President.

Debatle Resumed

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Perhaps we
could say that it came to power in an
untimely manner hecause the previous
Government had run only two years of
its term after the people of Australla had
elected # Ior a three-year term. There
was something wrong about the timing of
the election; that would have to be
accepted. The word “illicit” may be a bit
too strong—

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able member has withdrawn the word.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I have with-
drawn the word.

The PRESIDENT: Reference {o the word
should not be made again.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The unem-
ployment position has deteriorated to an
alarming extent in Australla since the
advent of the Fraser Government and, as
the motion indicates, its proportions are
worse than at any time since the greatb
depression of the 1930s. People in authority

(4)
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and people who have knowledge with
regard to predicting unemployment figures
are saying that before thls year 1is out
approximately 500 000 people in Australia
will be unemployed.

The Hon. R. T. Leeson: Shame!

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: It is a terrible
shame. I think people who have experi-
enced unemployment would appreciate the
shame of it. Unfortunately a number of
people on the other side of this Chamber
have not had this experience.

Other matters should be causing this
Chamber a great deal of concern because
the quality of life generally in Australin
has deteriorated during the past nine or 10
months. People on low ihcomes, pensioners
and Aborigines, who depend very largely
at this time upon Government assistance,
are being discriminated against by this
Government, while there was a large degree
of discrimination in their favour by the
previous Government. A large number of
underprivileged people in our community
are suffering the effects of the present
Government’s policles. We should express
concern at the attitudes it has taken and
the policles 1t has followed.

We should look at what I describe as
the taxation fraud in respect of the
policles it is bringing down in regard to
taxation and child endowment. It is really
an insult to the intelligence of people in
Australia for this Government to expect
them to accept such deception in respect
of its policies. The standard of medical
care is suffering. Even the contents of an
envelope which we received this afternoon
indicate the degree of confusion in this
country at present In respect of our health
services.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Would you like
us to help you work it out?

The Hon. D. W. COCLEY: Possibly
somebody with maore intelligence than Mr
Lewis would be required to work it out
because it possibly requires an accountant
to do it.

We should express concern that the
present Federal Government will not face
up to its shortcomings. The Government is
covering up by saying it 1s trying to mend
what the Whitlam Government did
desplte the fact that we put up with 23
vears of conservative rule which got the
country inte such an utter mess that
somebody had to rescue it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is & pity
that Hansard cannot record ribald mirth.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The perform-
ance of the Whitlam Government suffered
as a consequence. If that excuse is not
offered to the people of Australla by this
Government, then it makes all-out attacks
on the trade union movement. The only
whipping boy it has at the moment is the
trade union movement and the so-called
great wage demands which, it says, are
bringing this country to the brink of ruin.
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It is an utier fallacy and a misrepre-
sentation of the facts to blame the trade
union movement for some of the economic
fallures of the present Government, Un-
fortunately the people in this State who are
in contro} of the Treasury benches take a
similar attitude.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter; You must have
lost touch with the trade union movement
because you do not know what 1t is doing
today.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Mr Baxter, you do
not know what your own department is
doing.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You ought to see
the demands coming to me through the
trade unions. They never cease.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: The main
thrust of the Australian Government's
economy and planning is directed not only
against the trade union movement but also
against a large number of wage and salary
earners and the people of this couniry who
ean least afford the extravagances the
Government {5 undertaking in the guise of
cutting down on spending.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Extravagances?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: There are
extravagances, and perhaps Mr Gayfer
will take me to task when I come to that
matter in respect of the income equalisa-
tion scheme this Government has given to
wealthy farmers and graziers. I think Mr
Gayfer has an understanding of the dirt
farmers, as we might call them. He is not
interested in the people who are golng to
benefit under this equsalisation scheme.
That is where the extravagances are and
the money is pouring into the private
sector without any results at all.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: The private
sector employs three out of four people.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: As long as {t
is not at the expense of the peoble who
can least afford to be out of work. I repeat
again that money is being siphoned from
the people’s pockets to the Government
and to the private sector. For what? What
have we got? We have massive unemploy-
ment and high Inflatfon. It is no better
now than when Mr Fraser came to power.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Unemployment
1s down.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: It is not. Mr
Masters Is cheating in the same way as
his colleagues on the other side of Austra-
lin are cheating In respect of the unem-
ployment figures. The fact is that there
has been an increase in unemployment in
this State and in Australia as a whaole.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Were your three
Lahor colleagues in the Eastern States
also cheating, to use your werd?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I say that
anybody who will not face up to the
seasonally adjusted figures in the unem-
ployment situation is cheating, because it
has been accepted for seven or eight years
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that the seasonally adjusted figures should
be regarded In the context of the overall
situation. If Mr McNeill understood the
situation he would appreciate that regard
should be paid to those figures.

The Hon. N. MeNeill: Your answer o
my question iIs “Yes".

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Are you saying
that the Premlers of South Australia, New
South Wales, and Tasmania do not under-
stand the situation?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Lewis is
parroting what his Minister for Labour and
Industry has said. Unemployment is the
scourge of any nation and if the motive
of this Government is to try to cure infla-
tion by creating more unemployment, it is
a very devious policy.

There is nothing worse than unemploy-
ment. Of course, some members in this
Chamber class all unemployed as dole
bludgers. In his speech on the Supply
Bill Mr Knight did this.

The Hon. T. Knight: Rubbish!

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: If Mr Knight
will re-read his speech in Hansard he will
find that he grouped all those In receipt
of unemployment benefits as dole bludgers.
That is not good enough. I know that
some people who sit in ivory towers may
be able to view the situation in a differ-
ent light. However, a large number of
people in this community at the present
time are bludging on the Federal Govern-
ment and they are not unemployed or in
bad circumstances.

It must be appreciated by everyone
here, and it should be appreciated by
Governments, that unemployment is not
the answer to inflation. That is the
second consideration, If unemployment
is overcome first, then the problem of
inflation will also be overcome. Per-
haps inflation affects the people Mr
Knight represents more than those receiv-
ing $70 a fortnight. If Mr Knight was on
$70 a fortnight he would know what it was
to put up with the associated indignity
and degradation. He would then appreci-
ate that such people have a real problem.
It is soul-destroying. This House, com-
prising responsible people who can See
what is occurring, should be expressing the
concern outlined in the motion., Mr
Masters indicated that unemployment was
going down.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I said that the
rate was decreasing.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Members
should study the monthly reviews to obtain
an indication of the actual figures. They
would find that in January of this year,
in seasonally adjusted terms, something
like 267000 people were unemployved in
Australia. The situation progressively
worsened to 328 000 at the end of July.
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The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Could you give
us the figures for December 1972 and—

The Hon., D. W. COOLEY: I would be
out of order were I to do so because my
motion confines me to the periormance of
the PFraser Government. We are merely
expressing concern about the performance
of that Government. We are not trying
to throw it out of office. We do not have
that power. We do not have people in
high places to do that.

Point of Order

The Hon. G. C. MacEKINNON: That
remark is a distinet reflection on the
Governor-General of Australia and is
completely banhed under our Standing
Orders. I believe the words ought {o be
withdrawn, they being that members oppo-
site do not have people in high places to
do that. The implication is that it was an
illegal action.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Would the Min-
ister please quote the relevant Standing
Order?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I will do
50,

The PRESIDENT: I ask Mr Cooley to
endeavour to refrain from using provocat-
ive phrases of that nature. I am sure he
could find acceptable language to express
his opinion.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The
Governor-General was the person furth-
est from my mind. I was thinking of the
multi-national companies and big indus-
tries which support the Liberal and
Country Parties and which help to get
them into office from time to time. People
in high places—

The PRESIDENT: I am unable to tell
the honourable member what is in his
mind, but he would assist me in my fune-
tion as President of the Chamher if he
would find more acceptable words to
express himself, perhaps with & meaning
I could understand.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I will do
nothing at all to usurp your authority in
this place. I respect it., I indicated in my
first speech in this Chamber that I would
always accede to your authority.

Debale Resumed

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY : The true facts
of the matter are that there has heen this
increase in unemployment which has af-
fected not only Australia as a whole, but
also Western Australia to the extent of
some 4 000 more people who are now un-
employed than was the case when the
Fraser Government came into office.

That would not be so bad if we knew
that the Australian Government did not
have the wherewithal to provide employ-
ment for these people. What has that
Government done? It has pruned Govern-
ment spending in order to inject more
money into the private sector.
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Perhaps the unemployment figures could
not he controlled, but let us consider the
figures relating to job vacancies. We see
that these figures have declined in the
six-month period. This would indicate
that if the funds are being siphoned out
of the people’s pockets into the private
sector, the private sector is not doing its
job by creating work under the Govern-
ment’s policy. Therefore, we in this Cham-
ber should, at the very least, express some
concern about the matter.

There is a number of reasons for the
present unemployment. There is a lack
of Job opportunity, but if we consider the
content of the Supply Bill which was be-
fore this Chamher a few weeks ago, we
can realise the real reason the unemploy-
ment position is not improving. While
there has been a small increase in funds
allocated to State Governments, that in-
crease has not been enough to offset the
inflation rate which has developed since
the time the last grants were applied to
the Governments.

It was Mr Gayfer who, during the de-
bate on the Supply Bill, indicated the
great problems local authorities were ex-
periencing in obtaining sufficient money
to keep their operations going. This can
have only one result. If the local auth-
orities do not obtain sufficient money,
they must cut down their work forces.
However, we are still being told by the
Government in Canberra that people must
be prepared to make sacrifices in order
that money might be injected into the
private sector.

This is something which should be of
concern to us., The private sector will
continue to absorb the extra money. It will
not expand its ventures until it is as-
sured that its profits are secure. During
the time the Whitlam Government was in
office, and even up until recently, we heard
the bleatings and wailings of some of the
companies, but Broken Hill made $2 mil-
lion profit a week,

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: What percentage
is that of its capital?

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: Swan
Brewery made a 20 per cent increase in
profit. That is the real situation.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: What is
their capital?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths; How does that
relate to their capital?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not
know, but I am glving the facts. These
companies made substantial profits dur-
ing the period of the Whitlam Govern-
ment, but now more money is to be in-
jected into the private sector. Why is
this being done? Mr Fraser sald that it
will create more employment. It will get
the great free enterprise system going so
that everyone will have a job in a short
period of time,
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The promises were made and lights were
to be turned on, but it is a damn sight
darker now—really dark-—for people who
are dole bludegers, as Mr Knight referred
to them. There is no light for them. They
are in a really dreary situation. If we
cannct express some concern on their be-
half we are not doing our job as legisla-
tors and responsible peaple who are sup-
posed to be here to look after the in-
terests of the people,

I repeat there will not be any
movement in respect of the private sector,
no matter what money is injected into
it, until the private sector makes a reason-
able profit.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Are they not
entitled to a profit?

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: If members
want further proof of what I am saying, let
them study the profits made by some ¢com-
panies during the term of office of the
Whitlam Government, and the Invest-
ments they entered into. They invested
nothing. We can find the information
about these big companies in The National
Times every week and that paper in-
dicates that the big companies did not
invest one cent during that time. It was
nothing more nor less than an investment
strike to embarrass the Whitlam Govern-
ment in order to get it out of power and
to bring in their own people to make an
impost on the working people and the
underprivileged people of this country.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I think you
are ably demonstrating your complete lack
of knowledge of this subject.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not
profess to be as close to the wealthy busi-
ness sector—and graziers and farmers—
as is Mr Clive Griffiths and some of his
colleagues.

The Hon, A, A. Lewis: But you are pre-
pared to speak about them.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: However, I
can see the stark facts and I know that
people are suffering as a consequence of
the policles of the Fraser Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You should
know something about business because
some of the biggest investors in the western
world today are unions.

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: I would not
refer to the western world. Perhaps this
could be the case in West Germany.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: And in the
United Kingdom. They are not bad in
Australia, either,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The ACTU is
in Solo, but it is only breaking in.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They own
department stores and petrol stations. You
really ought to know something about
business,
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Burke Stores
would fit Inte one corner of Myers, and one
would not know it was there. That is the
kind of enterprise we are in. But the Min-
ister was being facetious; I know he was
joking.

. The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I was not
joking,

The Hon. D. W. COQLEY: I know where
big business is controlled, and it is not in
the western part of the world.

The Hen. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you
think the communists control 1t?

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I am sure the
Minister is referring to West Germany.
There is no big business controlled by
unions anywhere else. If the Minister can
tell me where such business is controlled
by unions, I will bow to his superior know-
ledge. However, the Minister could not tell
me of any place outside West Germany,
where, unions are involved in big busi-
ness.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: ¥You have
only to look at the share register to see
where they are.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: People suffer-
ing the most are those on low incomes and
on social security benefits. I would say
that a person who has a wife and two
children of school age, and who is earning
less thanh the average weekly wage—which
at present is around $180 according to the
flgures for June of this year—would be on
a low income. That would be a reasonable
assessment. It would not be possible to
live today in accordance with ordinary
modern standards on an income of less
than $180 a week.

In my introductory remarks I referred
to the great fraud perpetrated on the
people by the Praser Government in res-
pect of the taxation deal and child endow-
ment. I can well recall the horrible screams
from members opposite. I think the senti-
menls expressed were contained in a
motlon by Mr Lewis in which he made an
abortive attempt to criticise—

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: It was put fairly
firmly if it were my motion.

The Hon, D, W, COOLEY: The education
concessions for those who send their child-
ren to wealthy private schools was reduced
by something like $300 by the Whitlam
Government.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: What about all
your workers in the north-west? They were
deprived at the same time, You could not
care less about them.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Don’t any unien-
ists vote for you?

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: You are
quite right.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: Is the Min-
ister agreeing with me now.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: No. I was

agreelng with Mr Dans. Most unionists
vote Liberal nowadays.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: A great deal
of criticism was levelled at the Whitlam
Government when it reduced the educa-
tional taxation concession in connection
with the children who were sent by their
parents to private schools. This amount
was reduced from $240 per yvear per child
to $80 per year per child. I have not heard
one word of criticism from any member in
this Chamber, however—nor have I heard
discussed or seen any mention made in
the newspapers or anywhere else—of the
fact that the Fraser Government hefore
its Budget consideration—because this
will apply from the 1st July—took
away from every person in this community
who has a child the right to claim a tax-
ation concession, Not one word of criti-
cism was levelled against that Gowvern-
ment at that time.

The Fraser Government said, “Do not
worry chaps, we will give it to Mum;
she will get an increased child endow-
ment.” That to my mind constituted
fraud of the highest degree, because as a
consequence of the taking away of this
taxation concession the people in Aus-
tralla are worse off than they were pre-
viously; despite the fact the Fraser Gov-
ernment quite clearly said before the
election last year that it would not be
affecting the pockets of the people; that
it would be putting more money in the
pockets of the people; that it would be
drawing on the continuing reserves of the
Government and that the people would
not suffer at all.

But the people have suffered as & con-
sequence of this action of the Fraser Gov-
ernment in continually draining the
people; it has brought about a reduction
in consumer spending which has had the
effect of worsening the unemployment
situation.

To emphasise what I said in regard to
this fraud that was perpetrated on the
people of Australia I would like to quote
three examples of people on varying in-
comes—those on $120 per week; those on
$160 per week, and those on $240 per weck.

I relate these examples to a man with
a wife and two children, Under the old
scale the man on $120 per week was pay-
ing $7.35 in tax; he had no Medibank levy
to pay and his take-home pay was $112.65.
His child received child endowment of §1
per week which took his total to $113.65
per week.

Under the new tax scheme, because the
Government has taken away the conces-
sion for his children, he will pay $10.30
per week in tax and, come the 1st October
this year, he will pay $3 for the Medibank
levy; and his take-home pay will be
$106.70. He will receive child endow-
men{ payment of $5 per week and his
taotal overall wiil be $111.70 per week; a
difference of $1.95 in his actual earnings.
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The Hon. G. E. Masters: That is a man
with a wife and two children?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I understand
he will get $5 per week for the first child
from the ‘benevolent” Fraser Govern-
ment.

The Hon, G. E. Masters: As far as I
can see with two children he will get
$8.50.

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: The next
example I wish to guote concerns the man
on $160 a week, He was paying $21.55
tax under the old scheme, but under the
present scheme he will pay $24.50 because
his concession has been taken away. Apart
from this he will have a Medibank levy
of $4 imposed on him and his take-home
pay will be reduced by $7 a week, He will
be compensated in regard to his child en-
dowment to the extent of $8.50.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That puts
him $1.50 in front.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes, but 1
have not finished yet. In the case of the
man on $240 & week we find the situa-
tion does not vary very much. TUnder the
old scale he paid $55.15 in tax and under
the new scheme he will pay $55.60. His
Medibank levy will cost him $5.80 and
instead of getting $184.85 in his pay he
will get $178.60. His child endowment
under the old scheme was $1 and now he
gets $8.50 for the children,

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: So again he
is in front.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: At this point
of time. I am talking about what the
man will take home,

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: He is still
in front and he will remain in fron.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: Before the
Fraser Government came to office it
indicated that the full package deal would
be given to the Australian people in respect
of indexation—I understand it was called
the ACTU package. I used this fllustration
and qucte once before and I hope the
House will bear with me if I do so again.
I would like to refer to what appeared in
The Sunday Times of the 30th November,
19735, before the last election. In that issue
we find an advertisement put out by the
Liberal Party in which there is a photo-
graph of a young man wearing a helmet
and carrying a shovel on his shoulder. I
hope he did not vote for the Liberal Party.
Under that photograph we find the fol-
lowing—

Trade Unionists-—Liberals will con-
tinue to support wage indexation along
with the introduction of indexation of
personal income tax. This is the full
package sought by the ACTU.

What heppened was that the Government
did not go along with that policy at all.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. N. McNeill: I can remember
Mr Dans telling us that indexation was
not going to work.

The Hon. D. W, COQOLEY: Perhaps I
said that at some time; but untit we can
find something better we must accept what
we have,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: If indexation does
not work this never will.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: As a conse-
quence of the abrogation of the Liberal
Party promise in 1975, the real wages for
workers have deteriorated to the point
where they are not now getting the full
indexation promised; nor are they getting
what they would have received had the
Whitlam Government still been in office—

which, of course, it should rightly be
because its term would not have yet
expired.

The policy of the Whitlam Government
was full indexation, which meant that a
percentage of the Consumer Price Index
would be reflected in everybody's wages.
As a consequence of the abrogation of this
policy, and the Fraser Government's per-
suading the Industrial Commission to
accept something different from full index-
ation the man on $120 a week has received
a reduction in pay of 90c per week,
because in the March quarter the full
indexation will apply. If the full 3.5 per
cent had been applied to the man cn $120
he would have been entitled to $4.20; but
we know that a plateau decision was
included which gave everybody over and
above a certaln figure $3.80. So to that
extent the man in question would lose 40c
in June; and instead of getting 3.5 per
cent of $120, which would have amounted
to $3, he received only $2.50, which gave
him 50¢ less in his pay. Accordingly out
of these two decislons the man in question
has suffered to the extent of 90c which
after taking the other figures into con-
sideration has reduced his pay by some-
thing like $3 which he would have got
had full indexation been applied in the
proper manner.

S0 this is the strategy of the Fraser
Government; to bring about a reduction in
real wages for the purpose of getting more
money into its own pockets and for the
purpose of transferring it to the private
sector to get the economy on the mave,
However the economy is not on the move;
it is getting worse instead of better.

There §s nothing wrong with this
Chamber recognising that situation and
expressing concern to the Federal Govern-
ment for the way in which it has allowed
things to deteriorate. There is no doubt
the policy of the Fraser Government is
intended to bring about a reduction in
real wages. It is desighed to give to the
friends of the Government; to give to its
supporters in commetrce and industry a
greater share of the gross national pro-
duct. As a consequence of the activities of
the union movement the workers In this
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country have heen able to win substantial
wage gains, and this has nob pleased the
Fraser Governmeni at all. That Govern-
ment feels it is inconceivable that the
unions should increase their share of the
gross national product by 7 per cent.
Actually this is what brought down the
Whitlam Government, hecause commerce
and industry deplore the fact that a greater
share may be going to the workers. The
Fraser Government will continue to in-
crease its advocacy to ensure that labour's
share of the gross naticnal product will
be reduced right back to the point at which
it was prior to 1972. It would not be so
bad if the economy were moving; but it
just simply is not.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I will remind
you of that remark in six months’ time.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: After we have it
valued from the graph.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: A wages
policy which provides anything less than
compensatory short-term regular wage
adjustments based on movements in the
Consumer Price Index is, to the average
wage earner, not only a freeze but an
actual reduction in wages.

In the case of & man on $180 & week or
less—that is a man with a wife and two
children—if the Consumer Price Index
moves by 1 per cent his wage Is reduced by
1 per cent. There is not merely a freeze in
wages at the present time, but the Federal
Government is also seeking an actual
reduction in wages. The worst part of it
is that the Government in Western Aus-
tralia is slavishly following the policy of
the Fraser Government; it is blatantly
saying, “We do not care what happens, as
long as the Fraser Government puts for-
ward a policy we will accept it.” The
Fraser Government is putting forward a
policy of reducing Government spending
by transferring money not from the Gov-
ernment to the private sector but from
the pockets of workers and underprivileged
people to the profit-seeking private indus-
try establishments. Its peolicy promotes
the interests of BHP, CSR, the breweries,
the bankers, the Hancocks, the Bonds, and
those people in the Liberal movement who
have vast influential connections with
these companies and people, all at the
expense of the masses who comprise the
work force of our country.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: It is not being
done at the expense of the people.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: They are doing
it at the expense of all the people.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Instead of
castigating the trade union movement and
blaming it for the present Government's
failure to implement promises it made at
the 1975 elections it should be ensuring
that everybody in the country gets a fair
crack of the whip, and this can only he
done by proper consultation with the trade
union movement.
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Before I go off indexation perhaps it
would be as well if I read the latter por-
tion of g letter to the House.

[(Resolved: That motions be continued,]

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not think
we should move off the question of indexa-
tion. I received a copy of a letter for-
warded from the Civil Service Association
to the Premier, and no doubt other mem-
bers also received a copy of the letter.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Excuse me
—do you think it might be nice if Hansard
could record that you said “thank you”?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: What for?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:; For per-
mission to proceed,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Permission
is usually given, I wish the Minister were
8 little more meticitlous in his own
behaviour in the House.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I am just
trying to be helpful to a younger member.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have never
sat in this Chamber reading papers and
things whilst prayers are being said by
the President at the commencement of
business.

Point of QOrder
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I must
demand s withdrawal of that remark. 1
do not do that, and neither does any other
member of this House.
The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: He did not say
you do.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I notice
every member pays proper respect to the
President when he is saying prayers.
Whether or not Mr Cooley said that 1
did, he implied it.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley; You do do it,
I have seen it.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is a
fair enough request. I ask the honourable
member to withdraw the remark,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I withdraw,
but—

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No buts,
Sir, you have given an instruction.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I will with-
draw the remark.

Debate Resumed
The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Once upon a
time I used to get angry with the Min-
;ls_t.er. but these days I tend to be kind to
im.
The Hon. A. A. Lewls: Youll find you
will come off better If you do.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Min-
ister labours under some problems, and it
may be better for us to show him more
kindness than criticism.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Very nice
of you!
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The Hon. D. K. Dans: You noticed it?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: If it pleases
the Minister, T thank the House for per-
mission 1o proceed. I do not know whether
he wishes me to bow.

The Hon. S. J. Deliar: He cught to be
moderately polite when he answers ques-
tions.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I always am.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I will prove a
peint in a day or so.

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: I would like
to refer to the letter forwarded to the
Premier by the Civll Service Association,
as I bhelieve it reflects the thinking of
those in the work force at the present
time. I point out that this is not a militant
union, and it is not one of the unions
described by members opposite as ruining
the country. In fact, this association has
a wonderful record of industrial harmony
and peace. However, it is sick to death of
the attitude of the Government—and I
am tempted to use another phrase here
but it wouid probably be ruled unparlia-
mentary—and it has expressed its feelings
in the letter. Part of it reads—

I am obliged to communicate with
you directly on a matter which is
causing an increasing degree of unrest
within the Public Service. I refer to
the subject of salary and wage indexa-
tion and to certain distortions in
stryctural  relativitles which have
arisen, I believe, as a direct result of
the Public Service Board's understand-
ing of wyour Government’s policy in
this area.

The trade union movement and everybody
in Australia accepted indexation. To con-
tinue—

With certain reservations the Associ-
atlon endorsed the system of wage
fixation introduced by the Common-
wealth Industrial Commission in April,
1975. As we saw it the proposals pro-
vided for a rational and orderly
method of adjusting remuneration to
meet inflationary and preductivity in-
creases for the future. This was cer-
talnly to be preferred to the hap-
hazard scramble of the preceding years
with the spoils going to those who
flexed their industrial musecles more
effectively.

It goes on to say—

The initial confidence of the
Association has been severely jolted,
however, by the actions of your Gov-
ernment which has on each occaslon
gone before the Commission to advo-
cate markedly smaller increases than
those which would be provided by the
full percentage adjustment based on
C.PI. movements. Faced with such
facts the Government’'s endorsement
of wage Indexation rings hollowly in
the ears of our members.

[COUNCIL]

My Association asks you to weigh
the short term economic advantage for
Governments which may be gained by
such advocacy agalnst the certainty
that it will bring indexation into dis-
repute and that unions will return to
the industrial jungle.

That will be the result 1f something is not
done about regulating wages in a proper
manner, In this morning's Press we see
what the Federal Minister for Employment
and Industrial Relations (Mr Street) had
to say. The article reads—

A Pederal Government minister said
yesterday that militant trade union
leaders must take responsibility if
Australia’s high unemployment con-
tinued.

Mr Street said it was a matter of
major concern to the Government and
to the community that orderly methods
of wage fixing were under attack by
certain elements in the trade union
movement,

That statement in itself is enough for this
House to express some concern. There is
an orderly method of wage fixing and it
was Introduced in 1975. This method was
to relate wages to movements in the Con-
sumer Price Index. The trade union move-
ment, together with the Civil Service
Association, did not like this method but
they went along with it. Now we have a
situation where the Government is trying
to give something less than that. The Gov-
ernment is saying that there should be
orderly movement in wages but it is itself
bringing about disorder.

I honestly believe the Australian Gov-
ernment has broken the guldelines laid
down by the commission in the original
decision—and I admit that my phraseology
may not be legally correct. Of course, the
commission has to he swayed hy the
advocacy of government—it ean do nothing
else but be swayed by it. If has now come
to the point where our local commissign
has been following the example set by the
Commonwealth tribunal and it is putting
into effect the policy of the Fraser Gov-
ernment. It seems to me that things were
going reasonably well.

The Federal Treasurer (Mr Lynch) had
these words to say—

Mr Lynch said that average weekly
earnings were growing much more
slowly than the Budget estimate of
229%.

He said that average weekly earn-
ings were tending towards an annual
rate of increase of around 15%.

Although the earnings figure was
satisfactory its implication for monet-
ary management should be regarded
as serious and disturbing.

One might say that that is a falr assess-
ment. The Press release from which I am
quoting is dated the 13th November, 1975,
after the caretaker Government—if that
is the correct name to use—had been in
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office for two days. Mr Lynch said that
the rate of growth in the average weekly

rnings was slowing down. The Treas-
ury estimate had been 22 per cent, but
the increase would be approximately 15
per cent. The actual fact is that the
increase was 12.9 per cent—less than 13
rer cent. BSo the increase was even less
than Mr Lynch’s estimate but still the
Government is not satisfled with the situa-
tion; it must go hefore the Industrial
Commission and put forward submissions
which would decrease the real return to
people on wages and salaries. It Is a
serious situation when people have their
real wages decreased, and it is one poli-
ticians everywhere should be concerned
ahout. Perhaps we could make the sacri-
fice of having less in our pockets if it
were doing any good, but it is not doing
any good. The situation is getting worse
and worse because the strategy of the
Federal Government has failed, and we
should point that out to it.

The policy of the Fraser Government
is designed to put more income into the
pockets of those in the private sector.
The first action taken by the Fraser Gov-
ernment was to take away the miserable
$20 that was given to the dependant of
a pensioner for funeral benefits. That
move was blocked, of course. The Fed-
eral Government then introduced the
policy of relating the pension rate to the
Consumer Price Index, but the increase is
passed on about six months after the rise
in the CPIL

The Whitlam Government was moving
towards the situation where the pension
rate would be related to the average
weekly earnings; in fact, that Government
was aiming at a pension rate of 25 per
cent of the average weekly earnings.

If the Whitlam Government had been
allowed to finish the three-year term for
which it was elected, the pension rate at
this time would be in the vicinity of $90
a fortnight whereas in actual fact it is
$87 a fortnight.

No doubt some of my colleagues will
speak about the Budget reduction of $33
million in the grants for Aboriginal
people. It is a disgraceful situation to
take away $33 million from a very under-
privileged and downircdden race. In fact,
it is more than £33 million because that
amount has no regard for the present rate
of inflation, I will leave my colleagues to
elaborate on that theme, but it certainly
gives some cause for this House to express
concern.

I now come to the question of the Medi-
bank levy. Last night Mr Lewis talked
about the reversal of the Australian
Labor Party’s policy in regard to the
wood chipping industry.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: You agree that
is 507
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not
think the gymnastics of the Federal Gov-
ernment in respect of Medibank can be
compared in any way with the change
of policy of the ALP in respect of the
wood chipping industry. When the Whit-
lam Government came to power, it intro-
duced Medibank bhecause this was one of
the main planks of it platform. Medibank
was to ensure medical cover for every-
one in Australia in return for 135 per
cent of their taxable income. The con-
servative-controlled Senate at that time
blocked the legislation for the 1.35 per cent
levy, for what reason we do not know.
Then when the Liberal Party came to
power, it almost doubled the Labor Pariy’'s
proposed levy.

The Hon, G. E, Masters: The Labor
Party would have had to do the same.
Who do you think was going to pay it?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Labor
Party had a firm policy of a 1.35 per cent
levy.

The Hon, G. E. Masters: You tell me
anything that is free.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: The Labor
Party would just go and print some more
money.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Labor
Party would not have slugged the tax-
payer as the Fraser Government is doing.
Of course medical coverage must be paid
for, but why block the legislation for a
levy in 1974 and then reintroduce it in
1976 at double the rate? What is the
reason for this? No-one can answer—
Government members in this Chamber
cannot give a reason for that particular
decision of the Federal GGovernment.
There is no answer to it.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Were you
in the Senate when the debate took place?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Look at
what happened with Jack Edgerton. The
Liberal Party said his Qantas appointment
was a ‘‘job for the boys"”, hut it made him
a Knight and reappointed him to Qantas.
That is the extent of the gymnastics in
which members oppoesite engage.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Who is this
Jim Nastics?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: He is not
in the Chamber. Let me refer again to
the effect this will have on take-home
pay. Perhaps when members opposite are
making their calculations to rebut what I
have to say they might have some regard
for what will be imposed upon the workers
of Australia. In some instances, they will
be required {o pay as much as $10 a week
for their health care. The Australian
Labor Party's intention was to impose s
levy of only 1.35 per cent on taxable in-
come.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: They could not
have done it, and you know it.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The fact of
the matter is that Mr Masters will he
required to pay about $10 a week if he
wishes to have a reasonable standard of
health care. ‘This might not affect Mr
Masters, who is on $400 a week, but it
certainly will affect the person who is on
$130 a week or less and who supports a wife
and two children. If the latter cannot
afford the $10 a week, he must accept sub-
standard health care due to the Liberal
Party's philosophy that the rich should be
able to receive better medical care than
the poor.

I suppose my own situation would be
similar to that experienced by thousands
of people in our community. Prior to
Medibank, my quarterly payment to the
Friendly Societies was $65. With the
advent of Medibank, in order to
obtain the gap benefits and certain hos-
pital benefits, my quarterly contribution
was reduced to $55, and no payment was
made to Medibank. However, I have been
notified that as from the 1st October, my
querterly payment will be $121, repre-
senting an increase of 86.15 per cent.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Then you will
agree that Medibank should never have
heen introduced.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: No, I would
not. I should like somebody to explain
how my contributions have increased by
86.15 per cent in just over 12 months,

The Hon. A. A, Lewis: When did Medi-
bank commence?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: On the 1st
July, 1975.

The Hon, A. A. Lewis: That is why the
cost has increased. One does not have
to be a genius to work out that Medi-
bank has caused the increase.

The Hon. . W. COOLEY: That 1s non-
sense; it was caused by the policies of the
Fraser Government, The Fraser Governh-
ment claims that wage increases are the
cause of all our inflation and cost in-
creases. However, from my calculations,
this {s not the case. In June, 1975, the
average weekly earnings were $155.70,
whereas the preliminary figure for June,
1976, indicates a figure of $180 a week,
an increase of 16.12 per cent in 12 months.
How can members opposite account for
the fact that my contributions have in-
creased by over 86 per cent in slightly
more than 12 months?

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: By the
stupid fiddling about of the Whitlam Gov-
ernment.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: I am refer-
ring to contributions paid to a private
health fund. The Whitlam Government
had nothing to do with that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It was due
to the theoretical nonsense inflicted upon
us by Scotton and Deeble,

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Mr MacKinnon
does not understand health care.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Minis-
ter's statement is really amazing; the in-
crease in my contributions has nothing to
do with Government administration. I
should like members opposite to explain
why my contributions have increased by
over 86 per cent when, as I say, average
weekly earnings have increased by only 16
per cent in approximately the same period.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: I just told
you.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Is this great
increase due to doctors inereasing their
fees? Has the State Government in-
creased 1ts hospital charges?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Yes, and the
increased wages have caused the fee in-
creases.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It is terrible
that people must fork out up to $10 a
week for their health care; it is an in-
dictment on the Fraser Government.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You must con-
sider the increased wages bill facing the
hospitals.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have al-
ready informed the House that average
weekly earnings—which include overtime
and other factors— Increased by 16 per
cent. However, people working in the
hospital industry would not have received
even that much. Thelr wages have in-
creased by less than 13 per cent, hecause
they are tied to movements in the Con-
sumer Price Index,

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Increases in
wages lead to other increases.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: This is &
disgraceful situation; I do not know where
we are headed.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We are
headed for recovery.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is not
evident at present,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: As sSo0n as we
get that $300 milllon from the Euro-
market we will be headed for recovery.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You ask
reasonable questions and I give you reason-
able answers, but you will not accept them.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I
think it would be preferable if members
allowed Mr Cooley to continue with his
speech.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have just
been advised that the estimated cost of
Medibank for 1975-76 was $1 445 million,
and actual expenditure was $1377 mil-
lion. There s somethinhg wrong there;
the Government is still ripping it off the
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people, and we are still to be required to
pay enormous increases in our contribu-
tiox;(s; to the private health insurance
sector,

That is not the worst of it. As I men-
tioned, prior to the 1st January, 1976,
my quarterly contribution to the Friendly
Societies was $65; but that payment was
subject to income tax deduction which in
effect meant 1 was paying only $35 a
quarter for my health lnsurance, When
taxation time came around, I received
back almaost $30 of my quarterly contribu-
tion. However, this will not be the case
under Mr Fraser, because no deductions
are to be allowed in respect of payments
for health insurance.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: How do you work
that out?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is to
be the case.

The Hon. R. J. L, Williams: For your
Information, it will be tax deductible.

The Hon. D. W. COOQOLEY: No, that Is
not so. Taxpayers still are to be per-
mitted the minimum deduction of $1 350.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: You cannot do
your sums, Mr Williams.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Be fair—
85 per cent of the doctor’s fee is covered,
but the remaining 15 per cent is tax de-
ductible.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: We are talk-
ing about the actual contributions to the
health funds.

The Hon, R. J. L. Williams: The con-
tributions you pay will not necessarily
cover everything, will they?

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: At $121 a
quarter, I should hope so! I refer members
to a newspaper article headed “Rocketing
costs of health Insurance”. In the examples
given of workers on the average annual
income, prior to Medibank the man on the
then average wage of $7 500 was required to
work 4% days a year to pay for his heaith
insurance; however, after the 1st October,
1976, the person on the present average
annual wage of $9 000 will have to work
32 dli,ys of each vear to achieve the same
result.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You are deluding
yourself if you maintaln the taxpayer
would not have been required to pay for
Medibank,

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: In 1975, I
was contributing to a private health
insurance fund and, after the 1st Octaber,
1996, I will continue to contribute to that
fund; however, In a period of just over
one year my contribuiions wlll have
Increased by more than 86 per cent.

The Hon. N, E. Baxter: But If you did
not pay that, you would be paying for it
by way of increased taxes.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: In effect, I
was paying only about $35 a gquarter
because I received a taxation refund of
almost $30.

The Hon. T. Knight: That just shows the
inability of the Whitlam Government to
assist the people in the business.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Qur responsi-
bilities to the people of the respective pro-
vinces we represent here should cause us
to support this motion because many
thousands of little people are being
adversely affected by the so-called strategy
of the present Australian Government to
cut spending.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you
mean “pvgmies” or the socio-economically
disadvantaged?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What do you mean
by “pygmies”?

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: The little
people.

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: It is true that,
when measured in terms of parliamentary

seats, the conservatives had an over-
whelming victory in the 1975 Federal
election; however, when the result is

measured in terms of overall votes, it was
a much closer decision.

The Hon. Ciive Griffiths: You are not
getting back to that, are you?

The Hon, D. W, COQOLEY: Members
oppasite may laugh hecause they wish to
perpetrate the malapportionment which is
so evident In this Parliament and in Can-
berra. At the last election, the Labor Party
polled 44 per cent of the votes to gain 39
seats, whereas in the 1974 election it
polled 50 per cent of the votes, gaining
only 60 seats. Members should consider
the results of the New South Wales election
and see what percentage Labor had to poll
to enable it to form a Government on a
narrow majority.

On those grounds, the Australian Gov-
ernment does not have a licence to apply
8 policy which favours wealthy graziers,
some farmers—not all farmers; the poor
dirt farmer is suffering at the moment—
and the affluent businessmen to the detri-
ment of thousands of working people in
Australia. The very least we can do in
this Chamber is to express our concern—
after all, that is all this motion sets out
to do; we are not trying to bring about
the downfall of s Government by devious
means—at the deterioration in the life
style of our people sihce the Fraser Gov-
ernment came to power.

I think members in this Chamber would
be consistent in their attitude to the Aust-
ralian Government if they did the same
thing here tonight as they did in 1974
and 1975 on the Wordsworth and Lewis
motions, The present Federal Government
is doing far more harm to the Australian
nation than any of its predecessors.
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I believe the Whitlam Government will
be regarded by the more enlightened,
political-thinking people In the future as
one of the great Governments of Australia.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Regarded as a
great failure!

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: History will
regard the Whitlam Government as one of
the great Governments in Australla, be-
cause of its policies which—

gave more Independence in foreign
affairs;
redefined our attitude to exports and
resources,
destroyed the White Australia Polley;
encouraged the arts and cultural devel-
opment, and a more confldent
national consciousness;
removed iInjustices against women.
Aborigines, migrants, and disad-
vantaged groups;
provided free legal advice to people
who could not afford to employ
lawyers;
established social welfare benefits un-
equalled in Australian history:
established an education programme
giving equal opportunities to all
children regardless of financial
standing; and
provided health benefit cover at a
minimum cost, and not at $10 per
week,
As against that, the present Federal Gov-
ernment is setting ahout to destroy all
those great benefits that the Whitlam Gov-
ernment had conferred on the people of
Australia.

We have a bounden duty to do all in
our power to stop the present Federal
Government from dismantling the great
edifices in respect of social welfare and a
consequent better life for the Australian
people that the Whitlam Government had
erected.

I hope the House supports my motion.

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTT (North-East
Metropolitan} [(6.03 p.m.l: I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion moved
by Mr Cooley. It is quite clear that we now
have back in the saddle in the national
Parllament a Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ermment which firmly believes in and in-
tends to implement a nineteenth century
conservative philpsophy. It is one which
has well and truly been discredited.

The Fraser Government has for econ-
omic strategy discrimination against the
people who can least afford to suffer in
an economic recession. I am talking about
the unemployed and the disadvantaged
people. That Government has shown com-
plete indifference and callousness to the
plight of the unemployed.

[COUNCIL]

I am sure that most members saw the
report on the front page of the Daily Netws
glf the 17th August last, under the cap-

on—

Buoyant Lynch says:
IT'S A GET UP AND GO BUDGET

Alongside that report was a photograph
of Mr Lynch, who obviously appeared to
be very proud of his Budget.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: So he should be.
Sitting suspended from 6.05 o 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Before the
tea suspension I was saying that the Fed-
eral Government, in the presentation of
its Budget, showed a complete indifference
and eallousness in its attitude to the unem-
ployed of this country. On the front page
of the Daily News of the 17th August, 1976,
there appeared a headline, “It's a Get Up
and Go Budget" while on the other side of
the same page there appeared a heading,
“Jobless are facing a grim future”.

I am becoming a little tired of our oppon-
ents continually hlaming the Whitlam
Government for the economic problems
facing this country, and which have faced
this country over the past few years. I am
slek and tired of the nonsense which comes
from our opponents.

The Hon. N. McNeill: We are not
opponents; we are trying to help you.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: The Whitlam
Government was blamed for the economic
ills experienced by this nation. However,
now that the present Government has
brought down its own Budget it can nho
longer use the Whitlam Government as an
excuse, or hlame the previous Government
for the problems confronting us. Of
course, the present Government wlll find
some other scapegoat such as the trade
union movement, but it certainly cannot
blame the Whitlam Government any
longer.

Despite the most serious economic reces-
sion experienced throughout the world for
over 40 years, and despite the ruthless
and irresponsible disruption of the Whitlam
Government by the conservative forces of
this country, some magnificent reforms
were introduced by the Whitlam Govern-
ment which, had they been allowed to
develop would have improved the quality
of life of all Australians. Despite the rant-
ing and raving of our opposition—the
Press—Australia has fared pretty well
during the recession which beset the whole
of the western world.

I would like to refer to some figures put
out by the OECD. It would seem that until
now no-one in the Opposition parties
had ever heard that there was
an International recession. No-one would
have thought the recession was occurring
in any other place than Australia. It would
seem that Australia was the only country
with unemployment problems, and
problems of inflation. However, I intend
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to quote same figures which appeared in
The OECD Observer for March-April, 1976.
The figures on unemployment show that
Australia Is fajrly well down the scale for
the year 1975, According to the figures in
this document, the unemployment rate in
Australia, as a percentage of the total
labour force, was 4.1 per cent.

The unemployment rate for the Nether-
lands was 4.3; for Germany it was 4.4;
Belgium, 4.4; for Canada it was 7.0; and
for the United States it was 8.3 per cent.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Can you quote the
figures for 1972?

The Hon. LYLA ETLIOTT: The flgures I
am quoting are for 1975, when the Federal
Liberal and Naticnal Country Parties saw
fit to bring down the Whitlam Labor Gov-
ernment with the excuse that the then
Government was nc¢t running the country
in the best interes.s of the people.

‘The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: How then
do you justify the motion maved by Mr
Cooley?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am dealing
w_ih the backeround to the economic reces-
sion which faces this country. As I sald,
the Federal Liberal aund National Country
Porties were successfu!l in this propaganda,
and used the economic situation in order to
convince the pecple cf Australia to return
them to office. The Liberal and Nat:czal
Country Parties elaimed they would cure
all the economic ills by means of good
econcmic management. However, let us
examine what they did.

I recently attended a lecture at the
University of Western Australia, The
lecture was presented by Professor Wheel-
wright, Associate Prefessor of Economics,
University of Sydney.

The Hon. A. A. Tewis: He used to work
for BIP,

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: On the 26th
June, 1976, I attended the lecture which 1
considered to be very well presented. 1
obtained a copy of the lecture because I
thought there wouid be an occasion when
it would be of value to membhers and help
make them aware of what economists were
saying. The lecturer referred to the collapse
of the world monetary system, and stated—

This c¢ollapse of the world monetary
system, and the relative decline of the
American econcmy, were not uncon-
nected with the worid slump, to
which I now turn, It began two years
ago, and reachcd its lowest point, so
far, about last October. At that time
the International Labor Qffice reported
the highest unemployment for 40
years in 18 western capitalist econ-
omies:-—there were 17 million without
jobs.

Last year, about the time our Federal
Liberal and National Country Parties de-
cided that the Whitlam Government could
not run the couniry because of the unem-
ployment situation in Australia, the highest

n
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rate of unemployment was in the United
States. To continue the remarks of Profes-
sor Wheelwright—
Unemployment was 8 per cent of the
work force in the USA, which means
7 million people. That percentage is a
national average—it was double that
on the East Coast of America, which
is rotting on the vine.

This was the wonderful capitalist economy.
The Professor went on and gave the details
of the internal numbers in America which
I will not quote. Later on in the lecture
he siated—

In W. Europe the situation is dis-
guised by the large number of so-
called ‘“guest" workers—immigrants
who can be sent home If there js no
work for them. Both France and W.
Germany have been sending them
heme; the French had 4 million, drawn
from Portugal, Algerla and Tunisia.
Clearly the one million unemployed
in Prance would have been doubled or
trebled without that safety valve of
unwanted “guests”.

Japan had over a million unem-
ployed, with one out of every two job
seekers being unsuccessful. This slump
was/is a generallsed one, affecting
cvery western type capitalist country
more or less at the same time. It began
in the three economic systems which
account for two thirds of the total in
the capitalist world—the U.S.A,, Japan
ahd W. Germany. And it spread very
rapidly to other industrialised
capitalist countries. The reason is two
fold: one, such countries are linked
together more than ever before by
trans-national corporations; and two
they trade much more with each other
now than with anyone else. Hence
there has grown up a transmission belt
which transmits booms across the
world more quickly than ever hefore—
as in 1973; and slumps, as in 1974.
And of course, speculations, currency
crises, and inflation.

Thosz are some words of wisdom presented
by a reputable economist In this country.
1 hope members opposite will aceept those
words as evidence of the fact that Austra-
lia was not the only nation suffering the
effects of the international world reces-
sion in 1975,

The Hon. A. A, Lewis: It suffered more.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The present
Federal Government won the last election
because it was able to convince the people
of Australia—most of whom do not hother
to read economic journals or who do not
understand international economics—that
the Whitlam Government was responsible
entirely for the economic crisis. On that
basis the present Government woen the
election. However, what do we have now?
We have a Government in office which
certainly will not improve the situation as
far as the unemployed people are con-
cerned. In fact, as Is pointed out in the
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motion moved by Mr Cooley, we now have
a Government which does not give a darn
about the unemployed people,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon. Of course
it cares; that is a silly statement.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The Budget
which has just been presented dellberately
sets out to create unemployment.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What rot!

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I repeat: The
present Government does not care about
disadvantaged people and the Budget
which it has presented will create unem-
ployment.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: A nice lady
&ke you should not say things like that.

at.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIQTT: Despite the
fact that we are one of the most affluent
nations in the world, the present Govern-
ment is not prepared to allow the people
of this country to enjoy a minimum
standard of health, housing, or socizl wel-
fare which comparable countries are pro-
viding for their people.

We have heard a lot about reducing
unemployment and inflation, and that the
Budget would achieve that objective. It
has hezn claimed the Budget will reduce
inflation, but let us examine exactly what
is happening. The Budget has actually
reversed the downward trend of inflation.

Under the Lahor Government, iast year,
the rzte of increase jn the Consumer Price
Index declined by .8 per cent for the
first six months of 1975. It declined again
by .8 per cent In the second half of 1975.
There was a further decline in the rate of
increase by .8 per cent in the first half of
1976. If that trend had continued the
inerease In the Consumer Price Index in
the coming financial year would have been
8.8 per cent.

When presenting the present Liberal-
National Country Party Government Bud-
get, Mr Lynch admitted that the inflation
rate would be 12 per cent. This is evidence
that the trend created by the Labor Gov-
ernment Budget has been reversed. The
Labor Government Budget was actually
reducing the inflation rate,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Nog, that is
wrong.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Not only has
the downward trend in the inflation rate
been affected, but the Budget will actually
Increase unemployment. The Government
has made no secret of the fact, and has
made no effort to disguise the fact,

The Government has ensured increased
unemployment by slashing the funds avail-
able for capital works. An examination of
the payments to the States shows that
funds for capital works such as schools,
roads, hospitals, housing, and sewerage
have been cut by $127 million. Unemploy-
ment grants of $30 million have ceased.
Funds for Aboriginal housing have been

[COUNCTL]

reduced by $10 miliion. Area improvement
funds for 13 lgcal government regions have
also ceased.

Funds for sewerage were reduced by 70
per cent and local government funds were
reduced by $80 million. If that is not evi-
dence of cutting out jobs by reducing
funds for capital works, I would like to
know what 1s. While the Federal Govern-
ment is increasing unemployment, know-
ing people will be out of work and needing
some finanhelal support, it is actually going
to reduce unemployment payments.

In The National Times of the 6th to
the 11th September, 1876, there is an
article headed “Tough for the jobless" in
which we are told the allecation for unem-
ployment benefits has been cut by $49
million, It has heen reduced from %506
million fer 1975-768 to $457 million for
1876-77. What a heartless, cruel Govern-
ment we have in power in Canberra!

Thz Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is not
true.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: On one hand
it is creating unemployment and on the
other it is cutting out the funds which
will sustain the families of the unemployed
people.

The TFederal Government has really
excelled itself in Kicking Aborigines in the
teeth, It has reduced funds for Aboriginal
people by $33 million. One of the most
vital areas of welfare for Aboriginal
families, one which is baslc to their health
and their ability to reach a situation where
they can go to werk and support them-
selves, is surely decent housing. Under the
Whitlam Government last year 1 150 homes
were built for Aboriginal people. This year
the number has been cut in hali, to 500
homes. Just when we were getting through
the backlog of housing for Aboriginal
people and reducing the walting list, this
Federal Government. has reversed the trend
and slashed the building rate by half,

Employment for Aborigines has heen
affected by cuts in projects on pastoral
properties, fishing and market gardening

projects, the RED scheme, and the
area improvement scheme, all of which
provided employment for Aboriginal
people,

I would llke to quote from a telegram to
indicate the kind of untrustworthy people
we have in power in Canberra—the people
who keep their word! In September, 1975,
Mr Ellicott—who is now the Attorney-
General and was then the Liberal Party's
spokesman on Aboriginal affajrs—sent a
telesram to Aboriginal leaders throughout
Australia, no doubt at public expense. It
was a rather lengthy telegram and I will
read only the relevant section. This is what
he said to Aboriginal people prior to the
election last year—

Mr Bob Ellicott Liberal and Country
Party spokesman for Aboriginal
Affairs said today there would be no
cuts in Aboriginal affairs Budget . . .
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Spread the word that there is ahse-
lutely no truth in Labor Party rumours
about cuts in Aboriginal affajrs Bud-
get. Under a Liberal Country Party
Government Aborigines will be better
not worse off. Urge Aborigines to vote
Liberal Country Party on 13th
December.
Bob Ellicott

What a shameful thing—actually to go to
the trouble to send telegrams to Aboriginal
organisations throughout Australia, imply-
ing there would be increases in funds for
Aboriginal welfare!

What has the Federal Government done?
It has slashed funds for Aboriginal welfare
by $33 million. It is a disgraceful act by
a Federal Government to reduce by 18 per
cent the funds available for health care
for a group of people among whom we
find the highest infant mortality rate in
the world. We have a Federal Goverment
which itntends to spend $50 milllon on a
superphosphate bounty which will benefit
. half the members of the Federal Cabinet—

The Hon, G. C, MacKinnen: It benefits
everybody in Australia.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: —and at the
same time cuts $33 million from the poorest
section of the community; namely, the
Aborigines.

The Hon. N. McNeill: How does it
benefit half the Federal Cabinet?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIQOTT: We have a
Federal Government which hands $33 mil-
lion Lo wealthy coal companies while it
cuts $27.4 million from expenditure on aged
persons’ homes.

The Hon. N. MeNeill:
answered my guestion,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnen: She cannot.

The Hon. LYLA ETLLIOTT: What is the
question?

The Hon. N, McNeill: How will it benefit
half the members of the Federal Cabinet?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That is
rather a silly question.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: Do you want
Mr Claughton to answer it for you?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The Federal
Government has provided money for
wealthy coal companies—

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: Who wrote
that for you to enable you to quote it like
that?

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: I do not
hhave to answer insulting questions like
that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I asked
you.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Members
opposite obviously cannot refute what I
am saying. It really hurts them, so they
are “nit-picking”.

You have not
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The Hon. D. K. Dans: Do not start talk-
ing abput the superphosphate bludger.
That is not the same thing as the dole
bludger.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The Federal
Government is restoring loopholes in the
tax laws for people llke the St. George's
Terrace farmers—not the real farmers—
and that will be worth millions of dollars.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What percent-
age is it?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I heard a savage
interjection by you in this Chamber one
night about a “silver spoon” farmer,

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I do not
think the Federal Government itself knows
how much it will amounf to but it antici-
pates some millions of dollars will be in-
volved,

I think probably one of the meanest
confidence iricks pulled by the Federal
Government is that in connection with
child endowment, Big deal! Everyone will
get an increase in child endowment—up
50c to $3.50 for the first child, and $5 for
the second child.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Go on.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Tell us the
whole story.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Child en-
dowment will be increased, ranging from
$3.50 fer the first child to $7 for the sixth
child. If one has six children one will
receive $34.50 in child endowment. That
sounds lovely, but let us take a closer lock
at the figures.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I think you
will find it is $36.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Under the
old set-up, whereby one received a tax
rebate plus child endowment, if one had
six children one would have received a tax
rebate of $26.10 a week.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That Is
nonsense. It depends upon how much you
earn.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am not
talking about the concessional system. I
am talking about the rebate under the
Hayden Budget, wherebhy a man with six
children would have received a rebate of
$26.10 a week for those children, plus
$2.75 in child endowment, making a total
of $37.10.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: On what income
was that?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Let us forget
about income. I am not talking about con-
cessions; I am talking about rebates.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What if a
man’s income is too low to attract tax?

The Hon., LYLA ELLIQTT: That is dif-
ferent. A very small number of people in
this country would benefit. Some pecple do
not work and would not have received a
rebate, but the great majority of people are
working people who pay tax, and the great
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majority of people will not benefit under
this new scheme. The amounts for the
pecple who do not work are bpractically
negligible, I am talking about the great
maiority of working people in this country
who have been fooled into thinking they
will have money in their pockets as a result
of these child endowment payments.

1 was saying that under the Hayden
scheme a working man with six children
would have received $26.10 in tax rebate,
rlus $2.75 in child endowment, making a
total of $37.10. Under the new scheme he
wi.l now receive $34.50, which is a reduc-
ion of $2.60 a week. So where is the
wonderful scheme which has been hailed
as a help to big families? It is ridiculous.
There has actually been an increase in
tax—an underhand increase in tax. It does
not matter whether one has one child or
six children, one will lose. If one has one
child one loses $1.35 a week; if one has
twa children one loses §1.70 a week; and
s0 on up to $2.60 a week. It was just a
confidence trick and most families will
certalnly be worse off,

I believe women have been badly treated
by the Budget. Funds for child care for
needy families have been frozen. Allow-
antes under the NEAT scheme have been
recuced from $96 to $23 a week. No funds
heve been allgcated for refuges for women
and children in distress. I dealt with this
matter in the Address-in-Reply debate
earlier this year. There is a desperate need
for emergency accemmodation for women
in distress. The Commonwealth Budget
cuts out funds for this altogzether.

Elderly women will suffer because of
Federal Government cuts in welfare hous-
inz and refusal to increase home nursing
henefits. Those who cannot go into a nurs-
ing home hecause they cannot make up the
difference between their pension and the
cost of a nursing hcme will have to go into
hospital, and the Gevernment has cut back
on spending for the building of hospitals;
50 I do not know what will happen to those
peacple.

The Federal Government's excuse for
these cruel policies is that it wants to
reduce the Budget deficit. This is to be the
preat panacea which will get us out of our
economic recession, but it is about time the
Federal Gevernment had a look =t other
prrts of the world and realised what a
small proportion of public funds is spent
on welfare in Australia.

Again I refer to The OECD Observer.
Of all the ccuntries in the OECD, Aust-
ralia is abeut third from the bottom in
public expenditure.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That is not true,
Yca should go up to Singapore and
?ﬁaiaysia. There are no social services up

2re.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am talking
about the OECD couniries—western
naticns.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Tell us what
they are.

[COUNCILI]

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am about
te do s¢. Current Government expenditure
and revenue—

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Tell us
which are the OECD countries.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOQTT: The figure
given for Australia was for 1973-74, so I
rang the Government Statistician to get
the current figure which would be in line
with the figures for otlier countries. Cur-
rent Government expenditure and revenue
as a percentage of GDP was 26.8 per cent
in Australia in 1975. Now let us leok at
seme other percentages: Austria 31, Bel-
gium 36.4, Canada 34.7, Denmark 40, Fin-
land 30.3, and Germany 37.5.

The Hon. J. Heitman: What about
Hungary and Yugoslavia?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Then we
have Italy with 34.4 per cent and the
Netherlands with 46.4¢ per cent.

The Hon G. C. MacKinnon: Crazy!

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Obvicusly Mr
MacKinnon does nct beslieve in humane,
social weifare policies.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
spot on; nat when it reaches that level of
extravaganee.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Thien there is
Norwazy with 40.9 per cent, and Sweden
with 44.4 per cent.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Bankrupt!

The Hen, D, K. Dans: Sweden 1s bank-
rupt?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It should
be. Evervbcdy goes two miles over the
border to shop 2L about one-tenth of the
prices in Sweden.

Tha PRESIDENT: Crder!

The Hon. I.YLA ELLIOTT: Scme of the
countries I have gquoted as having a much
higher level of Government expenditure
than this country has, are amongst those
which haove lower percentages of unempley-
ment. The Government of this country
must make up its mind whether it is
prepared to sacrifice werking people and
let hali the population end up ¢n the dole,
or wnether it wil act like a rasporsible,
civilised, twentieth century Government
and provide zome funds to gei pzople
back in work; and thay is exactly what the
Whitlamm Government was trying to do
with its expenditure.

Cnce zgain, T wou'ld like to refer to some-
thing Prefessor Wheelwright sxid in his
lecture, as follows—

For example, the O.E.C.D.—that rich
man’s club of western capitalism, to
which Australia now belongs—issued
a bleak report at the end of last year.
It did not think the situation wauld
improve much in terms of unemploy-
ment, although inflation would abate
somewhat. It threw into question the
future of the mixed economy, suggest-
ing that as it emerged from recession,
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inflation would spark up again, and to
reduce this would cause an even deeper
recession. It is also suggested that it
might be necessary for the system to
hiave a large public sector for sur-
vival,

This is being recognised by countries all
over the world. In the type of economic
situation in the world today Governments
have to devote a larger share to the public
sector to keep the country out of trouble
in respect of unemployment,

To round off, I believe we have a dis-
honest, despicable Government in power in
Canberra, It has broken promises to Abori-
gines, it has broken its word about wage
indexation, it has broken its word to the
unemploved, it has broken its word not
to Interfere with Medibank, and it has
broken {ts implied promises to the gold-
mining industry. It can find $33 million
for coal companies, including the wealthy
Utah company, but it cannot find one cent
for the Kalgooriie goldmining industry.

There is an old saying that one can fool
some of the people some of the time, but
this Federal Government will not fool the
Australlan people any further. The people
will not forget in a hurry how they were
tricked and double-crossed by the Federal
Liberal-National Country Party Govern-
ment in Canberra.

THE I1ON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—Minister for Education) [8.04 p.m.]:
It has heen extremely interesting to listen
to the debate thus far.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: We hope it
will continue to0 be interesting.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I hope it
improves in vrespect of the depth of
research, because in that respect it has
been poor to date.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You tell me where
the Swedes go two miles across the border
to shop.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I will tell
the member about that in 8 moment, One
would suppose, having heard the discussion
from the two speakers so far, that the
general reaction of the people in Australia
would be one of a group champlng at the
bit in their anxiety to remove the Federal
Government. Let us consider that. I have
with me a public opinion poll published in
The Bulletin on the 4th September, 1976.
This is an Australia-wide survey conducted
by Morgan, & fairly reliable opinlon poll.
A total of 1854 electors were asked which
party they would support during the period
from the 14th to the 21st August. Forty-
nine per cent sald they would support a
Liberal-National Country Party Govern-
ment, and 3 per cent said they would sup-
port the DLP. In respect of the DLP, that
is 1 per cent less than the peak in March
last year. We were up to 52 per cent, and
we have been down as low as 47 per cent,
but we are now at 49 per cent.
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Forty-three per cent said they would
support the ALP, and 2 per cent said they
would support the Australia Party.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: They couldn't
have taken that poll before the New South
Wales election.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That
election was a State election in New South
Wales, and we are talking about a motion
which is directed against the Fraser coali-
tion Government. The poll to which I am
referring had nothing to do with Mr Wran,
who is a nice fellow. He has just married
again, and everyone's heart goes out to a
newly-wedded chap. I am glving a plain
statement of {act that within the last 30
days the ILiberal-National Country Party
coalition had a rating of 49 per cent, while
the ALP had a rating of 43 per cent.

Thz Hen. D. K. Dans: An excellent
figure, we think,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Okay. I
suppose Mr Dans is happy with that seeing
it has been as low as 40 per cent.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: And you were
up to 52 per cent. We are going up and
you are golng down.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We have
gone back up, because in July we were
down to 47 per cent.

The Hon., D. K. Dans: Walt until after
Medikank changes.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Strangely
enough, the poll goes on to say that the
approval rate of Prime Minister Fraser
has increased, and so has the rate for Mr
Whitlam,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What are the
approval rates of the Prime Minister and
the Leader of the Cpposition?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: In respect
of Mr Fraser, 49 per cent approve of him
and 38 disapprove; while in respect of Mr
Whitlam 40 per cent approve of him and
45 per cent disapprove.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Wait until a few
more are put out of work.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I sup-
pose really I should just read out this
Morgan poil and say, “QED"” and sit down,
because if an election were held tomorrow
the Fraser Government would win with a
slightly reduced majority.

The Hon. Lyla Elljott:
lose in New South Wales?

The Hon. D. X. Dans: I thought you
were going to lift the level of the debate.
I am waiting.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not
have to try very hard to lift the level
after listening to Mr Cooley and Miss
Elliott; however, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition should wait for a while.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: If you were
fair you would have to say they spoke
extremely well,

Why did you
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: They did
the best they could.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Let's see you do
a little better than you usually do.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The poil
to which I referred is proof positive that
the motion is nonsense, because when it
comes down to tin tacks what we are
talking about is the accepitabililty of the
Government to the voters of Australia,
and on the result published in The Bul-
letin—

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Which is a very
good left-wing paper.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: —of the
4th September, 1878, the acceptability of
the Fraser Government 1s such that it
would win another election. To say the
Fraser Government is doing so badly 1is
palpably false. The motion is extremely in-
I;Sresting, because it commences by say-

g—

(1) This House notes with con-
cern—

(a) the high level of unemploy-
ment in Australia generally
and Western Australia in par-
ticular;

Whatever the level of unemployment is,
we are concerned about it.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What are you
going to do about it?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I remind
Mr Dans what the people of Australia did
about it last year; they threw the Labor
Government out of office.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: What are you
going to do about it now?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: They
threw that Government out declsively, and
gave the new Govelnment the epportunity
to reverse the trend. Perhaps we should
accept that first part of the motion, and
then scrap the rest of it except for that
part which says that we consider the
Australian Government stratzgy to reduce
Government spending in order to direct
more finance into the private sector—and
here we should change the wording—will
help to reverse the inflationary trend of
the economy which developed so alarm-
ingly under the Labor Government. Then
the motion would reflect sotme sense.

The ficures that have been bandied
about with gay abandon in the main do
not stand close scrutiny. Mr Cooley's
figures regarding his comparisons of taxa-
tion were so palpably wrong that even
mental arithmetic during the debate
showed their error. The error will be
shown up not by guesswork hut hy a
statement of facts by a subsequent
speaker. It is inexcusable that a person
who introduces a motion should be so
blatantly wrong. By interjection it was
pointed out to Mr Cooley that certain
people were $1 or $2 better off in respect

[COUNCIL]}

of their taxation deductions as against re-
imbursement; and the more children they
have the better off they are under the
present arrangement introduced by the
Fraser Government.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It is obvious
you were not listening hecause I was
quoting examples—

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I was lis-
tening intently, hoping to hear something
that I could accept, and about which I
could make out a reasonable argument.
Nevertheless, a subsequent speaker will
deal with this matter in detail, because
he has the figures at his fingertips. He
spoke today to the Taxation Department
and he has found that virtually every
fizure Mr Cooley quoted was wrong.

The Hon. Lyie Elliott: Do you dispute
the child endowment figures I quoted?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Let me
quote some figures which Miss Elliott used,
and about which I am prepared to argue.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Are you not pre-
pared to argue against the others?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, give
me time to get around to them. The two
speakers who have participated in the
debate have spoken sihce about 4.45 p.m.,
and I have been going for only 10 minutes;
yet Mr Dans expects me to answer all that
garbage in 10 minutes.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is not very
parliamentary.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: Well,
then, all that stuff, much of which was
not true. I am getting around to answer-
ing some of it, but I cannot answer it
all in such a sheort time, However, as
Miss Elliott sidetracked me from one line
of thought to another, let me deal with
the matter top which she referred. She
referred to a magazine published by the
QECD.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I cannot recall
the name, but it is the OECD publication.

The Hon. G. C, MacKINNON: Mr Pre-
sident, I am surz you will recall, because
I know how good a memory you have, that
years ago Mr Dolan made a great play
about comparative expenditure on educa-
tion around the wcrld. I think I was
sitting at that time in the seat now oc-
cupied by the honourable Roy Abbey and
I made a speech in which I spoke about
the method of collecting statistics, Many
articles have been writien about this.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Mr Fraser ac-
cepts the OECD figures.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Wait a
minute. One cannct compare figures even
within the various States of Australia be-
cause figures are collected from State to
State ont a different basis.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You had bhetter
tell the present Prime Minister that,
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I shall
tell him any time I see him; I shall have
no hesitation in telling him. Anybody who
has been in this business knows that there
is not a State or a country that does not
gollect its statistics on a slightly different

asis.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You have changed
your tune,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I shall
cite an example now that I used on that
occasion. In the United States of America
most sports stadiums are built on college
grounds and are accounted for in their
education expenditure vote. Their expen-
diture on museumns and art galleries also
is included in the education vote because
they are regarded as educational. In this
country we have a separate vote and they
are not accounted for in the education
expenditure, Therefore, our vote for ex-
penditure with regard to education will
always appear to be a lower percentage
than theirs.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Do you think
Mr Fraser and Mr Lynch are wrong to
quote the OECD?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think
not one of those countries does not vary
what it counts as social welfare,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You
answer my question.

The Hon, G. C, MacKINNON:
again.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Do you think Mr
Fraser and Mr Lynch are wrong {o quote
the QECD?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: Unless
they make due allowance for that, yes.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You are chang-
ing your tune now that they are in office.

The Hon. G. ¢, MacKINNON: I am
not. I said that this would apply to
whoever cites those sorts of figures. For
instance, I have not been to Canada for a
longz time but I have been there recently
enough to know that their social welfare
payments are very little different from
our own and certainly are not higher, as
that paper indicates. There must be a
variation in the way in which their sta-
tistics are collected.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Those figures do
not relate to social weilfare payments.
They said they were spent in the public
sector.

The Hon, G. €. MacKINNON: Miss
Elliott was tzlking about social welfare.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I was talking
about the public sector.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: Then I
misunderstood Miss Elliott.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I do not think

any country spends 44 per cent of its gross
national product on social welfare.

will not

Ask me
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Then I
misunderstood her. But even in that sec-
tor these sorts of figures would vary. This
is the sort of trap into which the two
Opposition speakers to date have fallen.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is a matter
of opinion.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is not
a matter of opinion; it is a matter of fact.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I shall be quoting
some Australian figures.

The Hon. §. J. Dellar: You say that
your opinion is never wrong.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is
where Mr Dellar makes a mistake because
I have publicly admitted to a couple of
mistakes which is more than I have heard
him do, probably because he has done
nothing.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: You are the ones
who add riders to questions when mem-
bers are in hospital.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Cut that
out.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: What you said is,
what I had and what is in Hansard is not
the answer that was given to me.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: What?

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: I will tell you
later.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Write me
a letter about it.

The Hon, S. J. Dellar: I weuld not waste
18c.

‘The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
honourable member does not have to. He
has to walk only 10 yards and put it
under the door.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar:
always open?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Not in
the middie of the night. Mr Cooley should
not loosely speak about the level of unem-
ployment having worsened since the
Fraser Government took office. The
figures produced by the Commonwealth
Department of Employment and Industrial
Relations at the 3lst December, 1975, and
the 31lst July, 1976, simply do not sub-
stantiate his comments.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Did they make
sllowance for seasonally adjusted figures?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
original data from the Department of
Employment and Industria! Relations is
as follows: As at the 31st December, 1975,
total unemployment in Australia was
328 765, which is b5.30 per cent of the
labour force.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley:
again!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: These are
just straight statistics. At the 31st July,
1676, total unemployment was 270 236,
which was 4.44 per cent of the labour

Is your daor

Dishonest
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force. In Western Australia total unem-
ployment at the 31st December, 1975, was
24 268, which is 4.83 per cent of the labour
force and ai July the figure was 21 419,
nearly 3000 less, which is 4.09 per cent
of the labour force.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Are those
seasonally adjusted figures?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: They are
not seasonally adjusted figures.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: You have got

those wrong but I will correct them in a
minute.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: How the
devil I can get these wrong when they are
provided by the department, I do not
know.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: They are Com-
monwealth figures. You are dead right.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I am spot
on, am I?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What were the
seasonally adjusted figures?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: The sea-
sonally adjusted figures have been dropped
as from the last conference by total agree-
ment around Australia. It has been
accepted that that concept ought to be
dropped; everyone agreed to it. At least
we are up to date. We do not cite old-
fashioned figures and old-fashioned argu-
ments.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: We have an
answer to that one in a moment, too.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I have
never seen Mr Dans without an answer to
practically everything.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Mostly correct too.

The Hon. G. C, MacKINNON: Of course
he believes he is correct.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I sald “mostly
correct”,

The Hon, G. €. MacKINNON: He is a
man of proper confidence. I think anybogdy
ought to have confidence in his ability.
He is a man who has proved his capacity.
Of course he believes he is correct. The
fact remains that we come back to the
way in which statistics are collected. By
common consent the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and all the States in Australia—
and three of them happen to be Labor
governed at present—

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Temporarily.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, temp-
orarily, and by their agreement also this
is the way statistics are collected at
present,

The Hon. D. K, Dans: They're good con
men in that present Federal Government.
They must have seen “The Sting”.

The Hon. G. C, MacKINNON: Mr Dun-
stan’s Minister for Labour and the Premier
of Tasmania have accepted that this is
the way in which it should be done. One

[COUNCIL]

might argue that the Government of New
South Wales consists of rew boys who do
not know what day of the week it is yet,
but they are smart enough.

The Hon, D. W. Cogley: I{ does not alter
the figures, does it,?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Of course
it does not alter the figures. These are
the figures which are currently accepted
all around Australia as the statistical hase,
If they do not suit members opposite and
they want to go back to some other
method—

The Hon: R. F. Claughton: They will
suit us very well.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Let us
use the ones that 2re now accepted around
Australia; that seems to be a reasonahle
sort of basis. Westerin Australia has
recorded the lowest unemployment level
in Australla during eight of the past 12
months.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: What does that
really prove?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It at least
proves that we are hetter than the other
States.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: It proves that
we heve not as many people working in
the first place.

The Hon. R. F. Claughten: It might
prove that you have a very low rate of
immigration.

The Bon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is
where members opposite are wrong.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I will give you
some figures in a minute.

The Hon. N. McNeill: I can remember
Mr Clyde Cameron being somewhat con-
cerned about the diserepancies in statistics
when he was Minister for Labour.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The Min-
ister is quite right.

The Hon. Lyla Ellictt: What discrepan-
cies?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That has
rendered them absclutely speechless.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: I am still waiting
for you.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I shall
grosp the opportunity in both hands and
carry on. In the other four months West-
ern Australla had the second best record.
I am waiting for members oppcs.te io
interject so that I can conduct the chorus.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am going to let
you go because you are good.

The Hon, Lyla Elliott: Sir Charles was
going to cure it altogether in six months
and we were not going to have any unem-
ploryment,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: S8ir
Charles underestimated the disastrous
effects of the Whitlam ALP Government.
He no less than the rest of us under-
estimated them.
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The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Let us say
that he underestimated his own ability.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Let the
Minister continue with his interjection.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: This fol-
lows from Mr Dans’ speech, because I
agree with him. This is no reason for
complacency. The State Government is
committed to boosting the leve! of emplay-
ment by restoring investment confidenece
and launching the projects necessary to
create jcbs. What a job that is turning out
to be!

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You are proving
you cannot talk the economy up. Do you
agree with that?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think
I am proving that one can but that the
job is much harder. I think Mr Cooley
pointed out that so disastrous were the
effects of the Whitlam eta that invest-
ment In Australia came to & shuddering
halt and nobody would invest a cracker.
It is investment that brings employment.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I have
figures that do not state that at all

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: I think
Mr Claughton and Mr Cooley ought to get
up, acknowledge the President, disappear
oul of the deoor, and get their figures
squared away because Mr Cooley reckoned
there was a dreadful conspiracy among the
multi-national companies because none of
them would invest any money. Is Mr
Claughton going to sfand up in a little
while and tell us there was plenty of in-
vestment money?

The Hon. R. P. Claughton: You said
that there was no investment,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I did not.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: You did.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Mr Cooley
said that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I was
reminding the Chamber of what Mr Cooley
told us.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am waiting for
you to say something, I am on your side
now; I am waiting for you to say some-
thing.

The Hon. G, €. MacKINNCON: 1 am
not up to that point yet. I am up to the
point of refuting the silly arguments—

The Hon, D. K. Dans: You are just on
the punch line. You are not on the com-
mercial yet.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am at
the stage of going over the rubbish that
was spoken by Mr Cocley and Miss El-
liott. Opposition speakers said that this
motion was introduced only because it has
become the habitual thing to have a mo-
tion opposing the Federal Government.
But at least when we introduced such a
motion we researched it and brought down
factual material.
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The Hon, Clive Griffiths:
motions were carried.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: I wonder how!

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I think
that might be another difference in the
motions. The ones we introduced about
the previous Federal Government were
carried.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: You can do any-
thing if you have the numbers.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think
it was argument. They were well re-
searched.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: This motion has
been introduced by a back-bencher. It
does not show that much importance is
attached to it by the Opposition.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It shows
that we have quality in depth,

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar: Is Mr Lewis a
back-bencher or a front-bencher? I know
he sits on the front hench but that is only
because he cannot fit into the hack hench,

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! This conver-
sation is all very pleasant, but I would
like the Minister to continue.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am
delighted to think there is at least one
member in this House who shows enthus-
iasm in listening to me. I really appre-
ciate it.

As I said, we agree with Mr Dans that
we are anxious to increase the investment
level in order to increase employment. The
State and Federal Governments are cotr-
mitted to a level of full employment; but
we al]l agree that this is being hampered
by some militant trade unions.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Here we go again.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Of course,
here we go again. I come along with a
plain factual statement—

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You cannot blame
ihe Whitlam Government any more so you
blame the trade unions.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What about left-
wing unions?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Call them
what we like.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Why not call
them communist unions and be done with
it?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr Dans
is labelling them communist unions,
although I would not go that far. Mr
Dans knows the union situation hetter
than I do, and if, from the depth of his
wisdom, he labels them communist unions,
I will accept his name because I would
accept him as an authority. He ought
to know, and if Mr Dans says they are
communist unions, he probably knows they
are communist unions.

I think the
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The Hon. D. XK. Dans: The Federal
Treasurer calls them anarchist unions.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I am
prepared to accept Mr Dans' name for
them because I know he is an authority
on this situation, and he calls them com-
munist unions.

There is no shadow of doubt that these
people have caused a degree of unem-
ployment.

We are living in a place in which there
is a capitalist system, thank goodness, and
we must produce on a reasonably com-
petitive basis. We are at present handl-
ing labour costs, on a production basis, at
about the highest in the world.

The Hon. Lyla Eliott: Cut it out!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am not
cutting it out. There is no doubt about
it,

The Hon., D. K. Dans: What do you
mean by “on a production basis”?

The Hon. G. C., MacKINNON: Let me
quote an authoritative argument. With
bonuses, benefits, and so forth, the aver-
age production worker in the car industry
in Japan is getting about $200 Australian
a week. The Australian equivalent is get-
ting about the same amount of money.
The Japanese worker is producing on a
per worker basis 53 motor vehicles a year
while the Australian worker is producing
seven.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: You are not
suggesting that if we built more motor-
cars we could sell them, are you? Your
economics are all wrong.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: This is a
typical smart aleck move. One is asked
a question which one is attempting to
answer and then the answer is switched
around. We are talking about productivity
on a competitive basis. Cars are sold
around the world. If the Japanese
worker for near enough the same wages
can produce more than seven times the
number of cars produced by the Austra-
lian worker, the production rate is not
good here.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Japanese man-
agement has something to do with that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That could
well be. I am not arguing about that
because it has nothing to do with the
maotion. The motion is not smart enough
fo include that. Nevertheless, the man-
agement has not been responsible for a
difference of seven times the production.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Do you ithink
we should produce cars in Australia?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is
an argument into which I do not intend
to enter. We do produce cars in Aus-
tralia and it is to the credit of Chifley
that we do. He started it. He was the
person who gave everything in the world
in order that cars might be produced in
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Australia. The argument could be sub-
mitted that we should not produce them
ourselves, but that we should import them
from overseas. A good argument could be
submitted along those lines, but that is
beside the point.

There is no reason why our production
should be a seventh of that of our nearest
competitor. That is the point I am mak-
ing. Qur wages, on a productivity basis,
are the highest in the world at present.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You cannot com-
pare world figures. You told me that
about the QOECD. They are all different,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: When
our production is seven times lower than
that of our nearest competitor we must
realise that things are not good. They
would not be good if our production was
a third or even half that of our nearest
competitor.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Why not have a
look at productivity and the export indus-
tries? That is what economics are all
about. Tell us the beef producers cannot
produce enough beef.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We are
now talking about export producers. This
involves the people Mr Cooley always rub-
bishes. He refers to them as, I think,
the wealthy farmers. In whatever speech
he makes Mr Cooley always—

The Hon. G. E. Masters:
them.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes. He
did so even tonight when talking to his
motion which has nothing to do with
farmers.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: You don’t do a
bad job with the unions.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I did not
call them communist unions. The Leader
of the Opposition did.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I suggested you
might as well use that term.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I do not
denigrate unions. I have been a member
of a union.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Here we go again.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: They do not
like that.

The Hon. G. C. MacEKINNON: They do
not like to think I have been a member
of a union.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I bet it has been
a better union since you left.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I do not
think it is.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: We are still wait-
ing for pearls of wisdom to drop.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Mr Cooley
calls people like you suckers.

The Hon., G. C. MacKINNON: Because
I was & member of a4 union?

Denigrates
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The Hon. G. E. Masters: No; because
you do not vote as he would like you to
vote.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Of what union
were you a member?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: The
vehicle builders’ union. It had a long
name. It used to annoy me intensely
that although I was then a member of the
Liberal Party—it was just after the war—
I still had to contribute to the Labor
Party despite the fact that I had been
away to a war.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: This is part
tf':' the argument in depth on the debate, is

1

The Hon. G. €, MacKINNON: No, but
it raises a point which is worth men-
tioning. The other day I was reading,
with 8 great deal of interest, the report
of a speech by Solzhenitsyn in which he
warned that people have continued to say
that socialism as we see it operate is the
Russian brand and that it is not like that
anywhere else. It is just the Russian
brand. He states—

. all the crimes, defects, and fail-
ings of Soviet socialism were falsely
written off to the Russian “servile
tradition,” so as to snatch the paper
angel of socialism from the fire, Of
course it could not have succeeded
with the Russlans, but here, in the
West, it will be altogether different,
pure as the driven snow.

This is referring to the sacialist ethic,
Talking about Igor Shafarevich and Pro-
fessor Iurii Orlov—

The Hon. D. X, Dans: Who is he?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: A physi-
cist from Russia. Solzhenitsyn states—
In his extensive study of socialism,
based on a vast number of historical
facts, Shafarevich shows that social-
ist systems are by no means modern
inventions, that in history they have
always and without exception assumed
a ruthless totalitarian character, and
that even all Western—yes, Western
—theoreticians and prophets of social-
ism have proudly proclaimed just
these brutal principles.

With the methods and language of
physics, Iurii Orlov has convincingly
shown us (his samizdat work has just
arrived in the West) that even in
theoretical terms consistent socialism
can take no other jform than the
totalitarian, just as two gears must
mesh or an accelerated wheel cannot
fail to turn,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: What has that
to do with the motion?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I can
understand Miss Elliott asking that ques-
tion because she would not want {o hear
what was said by a practical person like
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Solzhenitsyn who has seen the system work
angd studied it intensively. He was making
an address at the Hoover Institution re-
ception, which was translated by Terence
Emmons, editor of the Russian Review at
the Hoover Institution and asscciate pro-
fessor of history.

It upsets members opposite, and I do
not blame them for that because it comes
as an awful shock to them, although deep
down they know it is true.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Rubbish!

The PRESIDENT: Order! I have some
difficulty in conneecting the Minister’s re-
mearks to the motion.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Most of
the talk we have heard tonight has been
concerning capitalism, profit motive, and
s0 on. Despite the prompting of my good
friend, Mr Clive Griffiths, neither Mr
Cooley nor Miss Elliott has realised that
profit must always be counted as a per-
centage of capital invested. Mr Clive
Griffiths endeavoured to point this out to
Mr Cooley by way of interjection.

The Hon. D, K, Dans: Not very success~-
fully.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: He was
inhibited by the fact that, to some ex-
tent, he was doing so in a disorderly
fashion and he knew the President would
frown upon his behavicur if he kept it
up long enough to get what he was saying
through Mr Cooley's head. So he had to
be careful.

The Hon. R. P. Claughton: There is
more than one measure of profit of share-
holders’ funds.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Here we
have a fellow who has gained honours
in economics.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: No; just an
ordinary degree.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We were
told that Mr Claughton had an ordinary
BA, but honours in economics. Never-
theless, I have always looked on profit as
being a percentage of capital invested,
in my little experience of it.

As T said, Mr Cooley was talking about
a company which made §1 million with-
out any reference to capital.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: He referred to
$2 million a week with no reference to the
capital invested. I wonder whether he
gets 10 per cent for his money in the
hank,

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON: Let me
do the courteous thing and refer back to
what the lead speaker, Mr Cooley, said.

The Hon, D. W. Cooley: That would be
unusual.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No. A
while ago Mr Dans asked me when I was
going to say something original.
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The Hon. D. W. Cooley: I was just talk-
ing about courtesy.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is
claimed that this motion had become a
matter of form, I am prepared to accept
that. Mr Cooley also claimed that unem-
ployment has gradually increased. I have
answered that by quoting Commonwealth
figures.

The Hon. Lyla Eliott: Distorted.

The Hon., G. C. MacKINNON: During
the debate those figures will be requoted.
Mr Dans will give his version of them.

The Hon. D. K, Dans; He will not give
his version of them.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: He will
give someone’s version of them.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: He will give the
real version.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think
Mr Masters will give the factual version
of them.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: I doubt it.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: We had
to listen to a lot of talk about the quality
of life. This is a matter of individual
interpretation, but it was not gone into
in any depth at all. A comparisgn was
made between ALP rule and Liberal Party
rule. We were told that we had 23 years
under a Liberal Government which had
done nothing and then suddenly we had
a spate of Labor rule which had liter-
ally solved all the country’s problems. We
know that was not true. No-one who
solves the nation's problems, or goes hali-
way towards doing so, gets thrown out
neck and crop the way the ALP was
thrown out in Canberrag. How the elec-
tlon came about is not part of the argu-
ment. There was an election, although I
happened to be overseas at the time,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: So we cannot
blame you for that.

The Hon. R. 7. Claughton: You would
not like to talk about Mr Field and Mr
Petersen.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: About
whom?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I thought
you would remember the details of the
recent constitutional history.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNCN: I consider
the whole of the constitutional affair was
perfectly proper and correct. We are not
arguing that at pnresent. We are arguing
the fact that therz was an electlon. I
happened to be in South Africa at that
time and I was prepared to bet good money,
if T could get it, on the result. I was two
seats out in my forecast—I thought we
would get 89 but we got 91. That 1s how
certain I was of the result.

When we consider an analysis of the
present situation we find the only thing
that is holding the ALP together at the
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present time is what happened prior to
that election; indeed the ALP has lived on
the myth—and it is only a myth—of the
misbehaviour of the Governor-General It
is this which has kept Mr Whitlam in the
leadership of the party. Had it not been
for this aspect he would have been thrown
out neck and crop.

These views of mine are confirmed in an
issue of The Bulletin. Mr Dans has said
it is a left-wing journal, but it is not; it
1s a right-wing journal. So that is another
mistake he has made. It is either a right-
wing Jjournal or a middle-of-the-road
journal, Mr bans can check and see that
he said this.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am not denying
that I said it. I know the journalists who
are writing it. You should vary your read-
ing irom left to right.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: As we all
know the question of leadership has con-
tinued to be a problem in the ALP.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Just as you have
had your problems with McMahon, Sned-
den, and the rest.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We all
have our problems in connection with
leadership; the difference is that we have
solved our problems whereas the Labor
Party has hot solved its problems. This is
where we hear about the Whitlam Gov-
ernment and all the marvelious things it
Is supposed to have done. I would now
like to quote from the article in question
which says—

But, hasically, his solution—

That is, the solution of Mr E. G. Whitlam—
—for every prablem was to provide
huge sums of money, irrespective of
how they fed the fires of Infiation.

The Hon., R. F. Claughton: Who wrote
the article?

The Hon, G, C. MacKINNON: Alan
Reid, who is a very fair-minded commen-
tator. I read articles by Alan Reid about
four years ago when I would like to have
spoken to him in a harsh manner because
I felt he was doing us no good. Overall,
however, he is quite fair-minded.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I know him per-
sonally.

The Hoh, G. C. MacKINNON: Members
opposite may have missed a bit of this and
I would not want that to happen, hecause
it is vitally important.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It is very
authoritative!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It is
something that both Miss Elliott and Mr
Cooley should get through their heads.
Accordingly I quote again—

But, basically, his solution for every
problem was to provide huge sums of
money, irrespective of how they fed
the fires of inflation,
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We all know some of the stories that were
going about that the only factory in the
Eastern States that was working overtime
was the mint.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: There is no mint
in New South Wales,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I said in
the Fastern States, meaning Australia, To
continue with the quote—

Same of the projects into which he
poured big money, for example educa-
tion, Aboriginal advancement and
growth areszs, were praiseworthy in
themselves.

Alan Reid is a very fair-minded fellow—

But his weakness was that he was
more concerneti with the impressive-
ness of the ameounts thon with how
these were to be spent. As one of his
own ministers perceptively remarked,
j";Ie was masre concerned with getting
nis monwments in future history books
than in how long the monuments
wculd endure.”

Of course the monument ecame tumbling
down in December, 1975.

The Hen. G. E, Masters:
tock his pholograph down.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You are really
hard up for an argument when you quote
that, There is no argument to answer.

The Hon. G. C. MacXINNON: I am try-
ing to impress on the honourable member
that thls matier is c¢ver aid done with;
that we ought to be trying as an Australlan
nation to put behind us the mistakes of the
Whitlam experiment and battle our way
igrward intc a reasonable economic situa-
ion.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Ycu cannot
expect us to tolerate what is going on and
the mistzkes that are being made by the
present Australian Government.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: There is
no such thing as a free lunch. I find it
very difiicuit to hear what Mr Claughton
is saying. I will prchably read his remarks
in Hansard tomorrow.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I will certainly
not be reading yours.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: 1 have
great difficulty in picking up what Mr
Claughton says.

The Hon. R. F. Claughtcn. If you sit
down I wil]l inform you.

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON: I have no
intention of sitting down.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Have you
finlshed reading that article from The
Bulletin?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: No, the
article does continue and states—

Whitlam hopes and expects to lead

the ALP at the next elections. He is a
great survivor ang he is lucky. He even

I think they

2301

survived the attempt to get from Iraqi
sources $500 000 to meet the ALP's
electoral expenses.
Incidentally it paid that debt.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: This is a serious
business. We are dealing with unemploy-
ment and you are speaking to the motion.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: As a mat-
ter of fact there was very little concern
expressed by members opposite on the
question of unempleyment; indeed I have
expressed more ccncern than have the two
speakers from the other side of the House.
Mr Dans may bhave every intention of
making a few points; but the point was
very well made by interjection by Mr
Masters—as indeed it was made by Mr
Hayden and Bob Hawke—that it was heces-
sary to keep a viable private indusirial
sector, hecause it employed three out of
every four of the workers. Again thils was
forgotten. Members opposite cannot turn
it on and off like a tap. A thing like this
takes time; indeed the OECD nations have
found th's to be so.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: You only gave
him 18 months out of the three-year term.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Other
countries of the world and particularly
QECD countries have found that despite
improved economic performance, unems-
ployment levels remain high and are ex-
pected to decline only slowly. Inflation
in most countries is now well below the
peak of 1974-75 but there may not be fur-
ther significant improvement in the near
term. It takes time for the private sector
to gear up again particularly after it has
had the horrible belting it got.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You are con-
tradicting yourself. You have just ad-
mitted it is an international problem.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It hap-
pens to be much worse here. To a large
extent we are insulated from international
problems.

The Hon. A. A, Lewis: Miss Elliott would
not quote the 1972 figures.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I did.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Mr Cooley
spent a great deal of time talking about
a number of people and giving com-
parisons of incomes. He took the level
of the average income as $I180. I think
I am right in saying that. He quoted this
as being a figure below which it was fairly
difficult to live.

I always understood that the average
income was the average right across the
board; and there are a number of incomes
below that which do not constitute the
poverty line.

Mr Cooley then went into a matter
which I have answered and which will
be answered in greater detail later by, 1
think, Mr Masters when dealing with the
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taxation comparison, Mr Cooley's figures
were wrong; he was not careful enough
in his research. This is unforgivable
when one introduces a motion of this type.
For example Mr Cooley talked about a
family consisting of a wife and two chil-
dren and referred to a figure of $5 when
dealing with child endowment. He forgot
to mention the $3.50 which is given for
the first child, which makes a total of
$8.50. He definitely forgot about that.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: I recoghnised
that.

The Hon. G. C, MacKINNON: Had we
not reminded the honourahble member he
would not have recognised the fact; he
would have left it in Hansard for every-
body to see.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Don’t you ever
make slips in this House?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: A great
deal has been said about Medibank, as
though this was the great invention of
the Whitlam ALP Federal Government.
Let me remind members how Medibank
came into force. There were two men
working at the university who, in order
to earn their Ph.D had written a thesis
on medical care at national level. Their
names were Scotton and Deeble. They
were picked up—and they were not the
only academics who were taken under the
wing of the Federal ALP machine; a very
successful machine, led at that time by
Mr Whitlam, the rising star.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Are you sure Dr
Scotton was not working for the Federal
Government before Labor came in?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I am
fairly certain of this fact, but it does not
affect the issue.

Th Hon. D. K. Dans: You said he was
picked up.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: Let me
say he was taken under the wing of the
ALP machine and asked to assist by the
rising star of the ALP, Mr Whitlam; who
did this sort of thing with a number of
people who had bright ideas. Mr Whitlam
introduced what was to become fairly new
strategy by saying, “We do not know what
you want, but we will run an inguiry
and find it and whatever it is we will give
it to you.” There is no argument about
that. Scoftton and Deeble came in on the
practicalities of running a health service
across the nation, but they did not know
anything about the matter.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: It was a pretiy
good scheme; you cannot deny that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It was
not; they took a system based on theory
and convinced the Federal Government it
ought to be adopted.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: It was based on
the Canadian scheme,
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: 1 know
that because I have studied the Canadian
scheme.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You said it was
based on theory.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It was
based on their understanding of the Can-
adian scheme.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: That is better.

The Hon, G, C. MacKINNON: At that
stage I was aware that the Canadians
were worried ahout the outcome of their
scheme and indeed they had good rea-
son to be, as they have now.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You are talking
about the conservatives in Canada.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: I spent
five weeks looking at the system in the
United Kingdom and at that time I had
good reason to know something about
health services.

In the Department of Health at that
time there were men who knew a great
deal about this matter and who had spent
a lifetime in this sphere. I would like to
quote a medical practitioner I happened
to meet in the Kensington area near Lon-
don. This gentleman had worked under
the Australian system, the American sys-
tem, the Canadian system, and he was
back in England where he had trained
originally. He claimed that the best sys-
tem for the patient was the Australian
system, and he also said that there was
a great deal of personal satisfaction for
the doctors under this system. There was
more money in the American and Can-
adian systems, and there was less work
under the English system. However, there
was more satisfaction under our system
and a reasonable living could be made.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: What about the
one million people who were not covered?

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON: That was
a flement of the imagination—

’é‘he Hon. Lyla Elliott: Oh no it was
not.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: —of
Scotton and Deeble. It was an idea put
out, and successfully put out. Who were
these people? Queensland had a system
which was reasonably parallel to the Eng-
lish system and hardly anyone in that
State was insured. Probably the whole of
this one million people resided in that
State.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is not so,
of course.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Perhaps
not all of them, but where did the others
come from? The Hon. John TozZer said
he knows where 10 000 of them come from,
and of course, he was talking about the
Aborigines. I may be wrong but I think
McMahon was Prime Minister when the
scheme was introduced by & Liberal Party
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Government to cover the Aborigines.
There were also people in the services.
Miss Elliott asked about the one million
people who were not covered, and I have
shown where ithey were.

The Hon. D, K, Dans: What about the
inner city suburbs of Melbourne and Syd-
ney—nobedy denies that,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Some of
the residents of Redfern were not insured,
and that was taken as a patiern for the
whole of Australia.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: No, Carlton.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
suburb of Redfern was the one most fre-
quently referred to.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I never heard it
quoted.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Well, I
never heard anything else. I was vitally
interested In this matter because we had
Just lost Government in this State.
Remember that short period after the
electors had a mental! aberration? One of
these two men went out to St. John of
God Hospital and the Sisters there were
thunderstruck because he did not have a
clue about the way the system worked.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: I notice he went
to a good hospifal.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: After that
visit some of the decisions were considered
again.

The Hon. N. McNeill: They shocked the
hospital too.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: It shocked
the Mother Provincial that anybody so
lgnorant ecould tell her how to run a hos-
pital. They had the temerity to do so, and
they had been given the right to do so by
the Hon. E. G. Whitlam who was to change
the face of the world. What a tragedy this
turned out to be. It commenced on the
basis of an original idea of Mr Hayden-—

The Heon, D. K. Dans: It does not alter
the fact that when you went to the people
vou promised clearly that you would not
alter Medibank,

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: —who
had forecast that the cost of medical
care would escalate and who sai@ that
something had to he done about it.
Hayden claimed he could do something
about it. The problem is, of course, that
the fundamental cost will not vary whether
it 1s paid for by taxes, directly by the
people, by insurance, or by anything else,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Or by a levy.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Or by a
levy. The cost is not going to alter very
much.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Why did you not
pass the legislation?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is
a very good gquestion—why was it changed?

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: They tried to
sabotage it, that was the reason.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Oh no,
the only sabotage In this exercise was
undertaken by the Labor Government
under the control of Whitlam. He sabo-
taged a perfectly good workable system.
We are trying to put it back on a sound
basis. Miss Elliott asked me a question and
T would dearly love to answer it if she will
let me. There is nothing fundamentally or
basically wrong with the system in opera-
tion in the United Kingdom except that
liobody has the responsibility for a debt
properly incurred.

Nohody pays for medical care so nobody
feels an obligation, a responsibllity, or a
right to complain. I asked questions about
the system. and I used an operable hernia
as a basis of comparison. I asked how long
it would take to get a bed in a hospital to
seek treatment for an operable hernia. 1
think members will agree that in Australla
it would take two weeks to & month.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Straightaway.

The Hon. G. ¢. MacKINNON: Certainly
near enough to straightaway. In the
United Kingdom it would take two to seven
years.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: For sure.

The Honh. R. F. Claughton: That would
depend very much on where you lived.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes it
would depend on where cne lived. If one
lived in London it would take seven years,
whereas if one lived in the southern part
of Scotland or the northern part of Eng-
land it would take two years.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: The English
migrants to whom I have spoken have
been very satisfied with the XEnglish
scheme,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Come on—it is
called the national disaster!

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
honourable member should have a look at
this himself. I spent five weeks in England
locking at it. The people there admitted
that it is 2 marvellous system if someone
suffers something like a massive heart
attack. It is a first-rate system for a crisis
situation. But so it is for every country
in the world. If anyone here suffered a
heart attack, he would be in the Royal
Perth Hospital in less than an hour.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: Or the morgue.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes, or the
morgue. As a matter of fact, if one were
on a station out from Marble Bar or
Meekatharra and suffered a heart attack,
one could be in hospital in two hours.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: This is the best
filibuster speech I have ever heard.

The Hon. A. A, Lewis: Obviously you are
nct listening.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: For that
sort of situation any sysiem is good. The
Labor Party altered a system which had a
component of personal responsibility and
it took away that personal responsibility.
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The Federal Government is trying to put
back a component of personal responsibi-
lity, and I think that is the proper thing
to do.

Of course the cost of medical care will
not ke altered one iota, because the cost
is inescapable. Previously the cost was
met partly by tax and partly by insurance.
Of course, some people did not want to
be insured and they did not take out
insurance deliberately because it did not
suit them. Mr Whitlam tried to make this
a total tax charpge, but we put it back
on g part-taXx and part-insurance basis,
or o selection of combinations. However,
the base cost to the nation will probably
vary extremely little.

Members keep asking me questions and
I am being led away from answering the
points made by Mr Cooley. I have now
covered his remarks to the stage where
he spoke at socme length about Medibank,
I lelieve this subject will be dealt with
in detail by one or two other speakers at
a later stage. Incidentally, when Mr
Cooley claimed that the White Australia
Policy had been—

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Destroyed by
the Whitlam Government.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: —des-
troyed by the Whitlam Government, it
wes pointed out very properly to Mr Caoley
that that policy was purely and simply a
fizment, of the imagination of the ALP
whon drawing up its policy, and it had
nothing to do with the Australian Govern-
ment. This policy was written into the
ALP platform structure at one of its bien-
nial conferences years ago. There is no
such thing—there is an immigration
policy but the White Australia Policy was
a2 blot on the escutcheon of the ALP and
it was time someone got rid of it. I am
glad Mr Whitlam did.

Most of the questions raised by Miss
Elliott have been answered as I have pro-
gressed. Some of the matters she raised
ohe can only contradict. For instance,
she said that the Federal Government has
no concern for poor people. That is just
50 obviously rubbish that it does not
matter. Whereas the ALP claims to be
looking for a situation where there is equal
opportunity for all and privilege for the
“working man”, the Liberal-National
Country Party can properly claim that we
want eguality for all and privilege for
none. Obviously at the last election in
the Federal sphere, in Queensland and the
Northern Territory the election was not
won by died-in-the-wool Liberals, but
rather it was won for the Liberals by died-
in-the-wool unicnists—thousands and
thousands of them.

The Hon, D. W. Cooley: I thought the
Country Party was the Government in
Queensland—isn’'t that right?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I thought
I said the Liberal-National Country Party.

[COUNCIL)

That is what I meant-to say and I will be
very surprised if Hansard does not show
that I said that.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Why don't you
s?y the conservatives and be done with
it?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON; Then let
me say the conservatives, when they were
apposed by the reactionaries, thrashed the
reactionaries.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: What about
socialists?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: Socialists
are always reactionaries.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: That sounds
better,

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Can’t the
conservatives be reactionaries?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: No, the
conservatives are progressive.

The Hen. Lyla Elliott; That is a con-
tradiction in terms.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: Of course
it is not a contradiction in terms. All
the real progress in the world has been
brought about by the conservatives.
There is nothing progressive about Russia
—a socialist country.

The Hon. D. W, Cooley: They are a lot
more advanced than they were under the
Czars.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Are they?

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Do you think the
Czar was better?

The PRESIDENT: The speech of the
Minister and the interjections are a long
way from the motion,

The Hon. &, C. MacKINNON: I will
come back to the motion. 'The Federal
Government is very concerned about every
person because the days are gone when
one section of the community could be at
peace with itself and live a good economic-
ally viable life on its own. The whole of
the nation and all facets of it must be
economically contained for the nation to
be prosperous and this has been proved
time and time again.

I was interested in Miss Elliott’s assertion
that employment opportunities for Abori-
gines have been lost, and she referred to
fishing, market gardening, and a number of
other pursuits, I have visited many fish-pro-
cessing plants in Australia and some Abop-
rigines were working at Gove and Groote,
and a few in Queensland, but I know of
no gthers working in this industry. There
are a humber of fish-processing plants
around Perth and I have visited these on
a number of occasions in the last 10 or
11 years. There may have been an Abori-
ginal employed in one or two of these,
but that would be all. So I do not see
where employment opportunities have been
lost, Aborigines are still working in this
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industry in Gove and Groote. I instance
this to draw to the attention of the House
the fact that almost every statement made
is fallacious.

The Hon, Lyla Elliott: You would not
even accept OECD figures.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I always
accept those.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You quote them
when they suit you.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I did not
quote the figures. I quoted the trend in
some OECD countries where it has hbeen
found that it takes time for the private
sector to recover.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You were talk-
ing about productivity and all sorts of
things.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That is
right, that is a trend.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Oh I see, there
is a difference.

The Hon, G. €. MacKINNON: When I
quoted the productivity figures in rela-
tion to Japanese car workers they were
not OQECD figures—they were from an
article which appeared in The National
Times.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: I thought you
were referring to OECD figures.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON; No; the
honourable member was the one referring
to those. So, we can see that most of the
figures put forward by the two lead speak-
ers for the Opposition have been a long
way from the facts.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You cannot dis-
pute any figures I have given.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: We have
the chorus to come, and no doubt it will
make an impressive line and do its high
kicks and psrform for the next few hours
and I am sure we will all find that quite
interesting.

Nevertheless, the fact remains that Mr
Cooley expresses thoughts which reflect the
gloomy fatalism and conventional thinking
of his party about unemployment. This
Government khows that most problems are
more likely to be overcome when faced
with energy and imagination, and that is
what we are doing. They are not going
to be solved by suddenly inventing a new
system of unemployment relief, whether
it takes the form of digging ditches, build-
ing a new dam, or pouring money into
the public secter in some way or another,
in accordance with the percentage of
whatever OECD country Miss Elliott would
like us to equal. The way it will be solved
in the long term for the benefit of the
nation as a whole is by increasing and
improving the viability of the private sec-
tor, That is not just our attitude but
also the attitude of that very vilified gen-
tleman, Bill Hayden,
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The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Why is this
theory not working in overseas countries?

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: It is
starting to work in overseas countries, Mr
Dans appears not to want Miss Elliott to
use this material because obviously he
wishes to use it when he leads the chorus
line supporting the other two speakers.
Whatever he is going to say about it will
not alter the fact that three out of four
of the workers in this country are still
employed by the private sector, Qur long-
term recovery is geared to the private
sector, and long may it remain thus. We
simply must, in all seriousness, ensure that
the private sector is returned to a state
of very good health in order that it can
take up the slack of the unemployed.

As Minister for Education I have a very
real concern that come December a lot of
young peopie, {ull of enthusiasm and hope,
will be ieaving school lcoking for johs, I
think all of us at our age know the shock-
ing feeling of having to face a period of
unemployment. So, to say as this motion
dces that ''the high level of unemploy-
ment in Australia generally and Wesitern
Australia in particular” should be noted
with ccncern is te state the obvicus.

Cne of the statements I have heard Mr
Dans make which happens to be proper
and true is, “If there is one pevsen unems-
ployed, that is one too many.” I believe
hz was not correct in describing The
Bulletin as a left-wing magazine, but I do
pelieve he was right in his statement
regzarding unemployment. We are all con-
cerned ahout this situation, and that is
why the Awustralian Government has
adopted its policies with courage, firmness
and, indeed, vision. We should all be sup-
porting these policies; rather than adopt-
ing this glcomy sart of attitude, we should
be sianding and applauding and—it would
net go too far to say—preyving that they
succeed. I oppose the motion.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan—Leader of the Opposition) [9.20
p.m.]l: I do not intend to keep the House
the couple of hours Mr MacKinnon sug-
gested. I intend to try to do something
unique; namely, to stick to the terms of
the motion. I have heard Mr MacKinnon
make mahy good speeches but the speech
he has just made was a long, rambling
kind cf talk about nothing at all. I would
agree with him on onre point: It is my
firm hgpe that any strategy any Govern-
ment adopts will be successful in reducing
the level of unemployment and despond-
ency which at present is ahroad in Aust-
ralia. It is no good merely quoting statistics
or Gallup polls published in The Bulletin.
They may well be correct, but this does
nothing at all for the person who is unems-
ployed and looking for a job.

I should like to deal with a number of
matters relevant to the motion. Let me
turn first to the matter of the Medibank
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levy. No matter who gets on his feet in
this Chamber and raves on about Dr Scot-
ton and Dr Deeble, how the people are
going to pay for Medibank and all the rest
of it, the fact remains that the Fraser
Government and Mr Fraser himself pro-
mised the Australian public in newspaper
advertisements and in interviews on tele-
vision that there would be no interference
with Medibank.

If ever an issue will put the PFraser
Government out of office it is this exercise
into which 1t is now going, Shorn of all
the political things one can say about it,
it is going to prove the greatest financial
disaster any Government has ever
embarked upon and that cest will be borne
by the Australian public.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I hope you
will not mind if I leave the Chamber for
a couple of minutes.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Not a bit. I
have mentioned the reality of the situa-
tion. After the 1st Ociober, when the
people look at their pay packets they will
see in the first instance a deduction of
some $9.50 per week has been made to
provide private medical cover.

However, when we look at today's Daily
News we find at page 2 a report under the
heading, “Doctors’ fees up Jan. 1”. The
report is as follows—

CANBERRA, Today: Doctors' fees
will rise by seven and a half per cent
from January 1.

An official announcement will be
made tonight by the Minister for
Health, Mr Hunt, following an agree-
ment between the Federal Govern-
ment and the Australian Medical
Association.

It is believed that the increase will
exclude pathology fees.

Because of the increase private
health insurance organisations are ex-
pected to review thelr charges.

The increase seems certain o cause
a political storm. The Labor Party
already is expected to mount an
attack against the Government this
session on Medibank changes.

Compulsory universal health insur-
ance comes into effect from October
1.

That was what Medibank was all about
when the Federal Labor Government in-
troduced it; the reason was that costs
were getting out of hand.

We well remember that when a levy
was proposed the rate was about 1.35 per
cent of wages and salaries, with a ceiling
of about $180 a vear. That proposed levy
and ceiling were rejected in the Senate.
We should bear in mind that Medlbank
has not reached the costs anticipated, bhut
if that percentage had been deducted by
way of levy the whole medical fund today
would be in a healthy position.

{COUNCIL1

What actually happened? The Federal
Government has succumbed to the demands
of the doctors to introduce an amended
scheme, I remind the House of the real
fears held by the people in the community
who do not know what will happen to
them, and In this respect I am referring
to the actions of the Federal Government.
The other day we saw in the Press a re-
port which indicated that the member for
Tangney (Dr Richardson) was proposing
at the eleventh hour a new system.

I tock great interest in the pro-
gramme *“This Day Tonight”, when the
member for Tangney said in effect that the
system to be introduced was not good,
and we should adopt the one he advocated.
If there is such great disarray in the Gov-
ernment ranks, how will the people react
after the 1st October when the levy is
deducted from their pay packets?

I agree with the comment of Mr Mac-
Kinnon that no-one is foolish enough to
think a person can get something for
nothing. There are no free lunches, and
onh that there is no argument, If the Senate
had allowed the levy proposed by the
Whitlam Government to go through we
would be in a much better position today.

With the escalation of costs—as indi-
cated In the Daily News there will be &
T4 per cent increase in doctors’ fees—the
effect will be felt within the first month
by Medibank and by the private funds
whose only source of income is from the
contributions of their members.

I should point out that the Federal
Budget has made an allowance of 12 per
cent in increased wages this year. I repeat
that if any single thing will bring down
the Fraser Government, it is the escalation
of costs. Individual economists and ob-
servers have sald the whaole structure will
be In a shambles within nine months and
the people of our community will not he
able to bear the increased costs.

Bland statements have been made by
the Federal Government that there would
be no inferference with Medibank; and
vet one of the first things that happened
after it assumed office was that that Gov-
ernment bowed to the pressure of certain
groups of doctors. At this peint of time—
and it will also be the moment of truth—
the people cannot afford to pay out of thelr
wages a levy of $10 to $12 a week. That is
in addifion to the other fabrications of the
Fraser Government which sald it would
support wage indexation, and full indexa-
tion of income tax. We know what hap-
pened to that.

Perhaps the Federal Minister for Health
{Mr Hunt) will implore the doctors to
accept a little bit of plateau indexation,
the same as the wage and salary earners of
this country, who represent 90 per cent
of the working population, have had to
accept.

Let me make one thing perfectly clear;
I am not attacking the salaries or fees
of doctors. However, what is sauce for the
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goase is sauce for the gander., If we say
to the people, “You have to tighten your
belts. We have said that we will not
interfere with wage indexation, hut have
had to chahge our mind. The actual
increase in costs is 6.4 per cent, but you
will only receive an increase of 3.2 per
cent” then the doctors should be pre-
pared to do the same. It is high time
the Government pointed that out to the
medical fraternity and other sectors of
the community. We should bear in mind
that the Federal members of Parliament
have been told that they should not expect
an increase in salary over a certain level.
Despite all that, before the 1st October we
will be steering into an escalation of costs,
and that was the real reason the Medi-
bank scheme was brought into operation.

Looking at the unemployment situation,
no useful purpose is served by Mr Mac-
Kinnon or any other member in getting
to his feet to deal with matters here,
there, and everywhere without grappling
with the problem confronting us. I agree
with Mr MacKinnon that Governments of
all political colours, both Federal and
State, have agreed with the objective of
full employment. We have had that in
this country since the end of World War
II, up until recently.

What is happening in the world today
is that the present economic system under
which we live is running down and we do
not know how to cope with it. It is a
sad fact that all the things we are trying
now have heen tried overseas without suc-
cess. Only yesterday I was reading a two-
day-old European paper in which it was
stated that unemployment was increasing
and that inflation was rising again. In
this regard I do not charge Mr Mac-
Kinnon with trying to mislead the House.

Why was the French Minister for
Finance replaced the other day? It was
because he could not grapple with the prob-
lem of inflation and the falling value of
the franc. Why was the French Prime
Minister repiaced? Por the same reason.
We must bear in mind that West Ger-
many and France are the two countries
in the world with the highest amount of
overseas currency reserves. See if members
can cut themselves adrift from the econo-
mic fact that if those countries are in
trouble, there is trouble in store for us.

Thirdly, according to the paper, the
American economy has stagnated and is
expected to dive. That was reported in the
Press three days ago. What is the rea-
son? It is that the same problems are
besetting us here. Consumer demand is
dropping. The economic theories put into
operation by the Fraser Government will
not cope with the problem, If people have
no money to spend, things just keep get-
ting worse,

I happen tc know that Sir Charles Court
is very concerned—as well he may be—
with the prospects under the policies

2307

enacted by the present Fraser Govern-
ment,

Let us consider how we can get our-
selves into all sorts of situations and how
difficult it is to follow what the Govern-
ment is doing. In The West Australian
of the 7th August is the following—

PM says Australia on right path.

Sydney: Australia had turned back
from the precipice of economic prob-
lems, the Prime Minister, Mr Fraser,
said last night.

Members can read the rest for themselves,
but it paints a dismal picture. However,
I thought that at last things might hap-
pen although I had forgotten all the other
promises the Prime Minister had broken.
I was starting to get keyed up and then,
on the same day, in the Daily News was
the heading, “Record lean sought: Gov-
ernment’s bid to prop up dollar'. That
is the kind of confusion that is abroad in
this country. We are now looking overs=as
for a $300 milllon lean, not forgetting the
other loans we have had and are going to
get.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: At least
it is being done in the open market.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: That is a very
good point, but it does not alter the situa-
tion. Every political and economic analysis
in this country tells us that within two
months there will be & mini-Budget be-
cause consumers are nhot spending and,
more importantly, there will be a devalua-
tion before the end of the year. This will
do something for primary production and
iron ore exports, but it will put inflation
through the roof, which is what the
motion is all about.

It is no good our tryving to dodge the
issue of unemployment. People from every
political corner agree that unemployment
is rising rapidly and should touch the
half million mark by the end of the year.
I hope this Is not so. Some men in this
Chamber have experienced life under
those circumstances and they know the
desperation of men really lagking for
work—men who do not want hand-outs
but who want to work. We hear talk
about the fact that unemployment is
rising and that someone is to talk to State
Labour Ministers. I do not care whether
those Ministers for Lahour are from a
Labor Government or from a Liberal-
National Country Pariy Government.

This {s the kind of thing which is
confusing the Australlan public. Let us
look at The Ausiralian Financial Review
of the 6th September this year, which
was hefore that screwy argument was
ralsed about not using seasonally adjusted
figures. The following appeared in that
baper—

Lahour market’s funny figures

THE TFederal Government's decision
to axe the seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment serles comes at a time when
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a new, mare accurate seasonally ad-
justed serles is belng developed by the
Statistics Bureau.

The bureau has still to make a final
judgment on the new series.

However, 1t 1s understood a decislon
is imminent with the bureau's quart-
erly labour force figures to bhe pub-
lished within a couple of months.

The new series 1s seen as imnoroving
the seasonally adjusted serles scrapped
by the Government on Friday but still
leaving the adjusted figures far from
perfect.

But what do we find In the same paper
cn the same day? We find the following—
Labour market figures

Mr Street’s press release noted that
the Australlan Statisticlan has sald
that the seasonal adjusted series has
hecome an unrellable gulde to the un-
derlying trend.

An opposite argument 1s that the
adjusted figures are in fact at present
quite indicative of trend and that the
Government’s move 1s a cheap politi-
cal trick,

Without speaking from a political stance,
I would say the ordinary man in the
street would be confused when reading
such articles. I could quote many more.
If members go info the library they could
read them for themselves. Confusion
reigneth!

Miss Elliott and Mr Cooley have un-
dcubtedly traversed a large area of cut-
backs effected by this Government, but the
significant point is that most of the pro-
grammes which have been chopped were
those with which the present Prime Min-
ister said he would not interfere.

Although I am digressing a little but
moving nearer to home, I wish to state
that we did have some high hopes re-
garding sugar. In The Australian Financial
Review of today’s date is the following—

Sugar—the last commodity boom
collapses

I wonder when we will hear about how
much sugar we will have from the Ord. I
did not write that article but it tells us
what is occurrlng on the international
market.

Why does not the Court Government
come to grips with political and eccnomic
reality? It promised a whole host of things
but has not performed one of them. I am
sympathetle to it—it cannot perform. If
the contribution made tonight on behalf
of the Government reflects the thought
it has put into solving the unemployment
problem in thils State, heaven help the
unemployed.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Do you think
the downward trend signifies the end of
the sugar industry?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: No, I did not say
that. I said that the boom was over be-
cause the sugar hoom has collapsed.

(COUNCTIL]

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: That is what
they sald about wheat in 1969. If we had
listened we—

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not recollect
having seen simllar information in rTes-
pect of wheat. What I said was that some
quotas were established. Whether or not
these quotas were right I am not here to
argue. What I am suggesting is that there
seems little chance of the Ord project
getting off the ground. I would like it to
ga forward, and so would Mr Tozer. Just
as there 1s an efficlent wheat marketing
system, so there is an efficlent sugar selling
system, with restricted acreages in Queens-
land and elsewhere.

I do not see how, in such a clmate, the
Ord project wiil get off the grcund. I hope
I am wrong. No-one would wish the
economy fo plunge tc such depths with
more than 500000 pecple out of werk,

I am not a person who likes to weary
the House with reams nf facts, figures, and
statistics, because I bel.cve, fcr reasons
different from those advanced by Mr
MacKinnon, who somehow seemed to think
that because a statistician went to Yale
or the University of Western Australia he
would have different ways of doing
things—

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: What is
that nonsense you are talking about? I
did not say anything about Yale,

The Hon, D, K. DANS: Let us have a
look at the seasonally adjusted figures.
I must apologise to Mr MacsKinnen
because I suggested his figure was wrong
but I was looking at a different month.

The Hon., G. C. MacKinnon: I said you
were wrong at the time.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I was wroug by
only 800. In July, 1976, the figure for
Australia, was 44 per cent, or 270286, I
think Mr MacKinnon quoted that figure
and I will not disagree with it because it
is correct. However, he then said that one
does not worry about seasonally adjusted
figures. He advanced in support of his
argument what the Federal Minister for
Labour had sald. What the State Ministers
said, including the Ministers from the
Labor States, does not impress me one
little bit because seasonally adjusted
figures are the true figures. The figure is
315 257. That is the most recent figure
published in Australia, and the percentage
of the work force is 5.18 per cent. I will
make the figures available to Mr Tozer
later because they are euthentic, and
very much up to date. The figure for
Western Australia is 21 000. I must admit
it is not a seasonally adjusted figure.

Each one of these figures represents a
human being, and the total of 22 380
represents 4.9 per cent of the work fcree.

The Heon. G. C. MacKinnon: Why did
you not let your two lead speakers have
those authentic figures?
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The Hon. D. K. DANS; They are entitled
to do their own research.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Why did
they not do it?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I think they bsth
made exccllent speeches.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: Eut the
figures were so bad.

The Hon. D. K, DANS: If the Minister
would like to disagree with the figures he
can, but I know they are rizht.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: But the
previous speakers were wrong.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: None of my figures
Were wrong.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: We have
examined the seasonally adjusted figures
for Western Australia and surely they give
cause for ccncern because they are
increasing.

What will happen if the Federal Gov-
ernment does not get its $300 million
loan? I am mnot suggesting it will not
get the loan, but many countries have
tried to borrow money. It is just like
the fellow horrowing a dollar in a bar.
He pays it back every pay day, but bor-
rows it again next morning. He never
gets out of debt.

Let us now look at the percentage
change in the CPI. We are talking about
Western Australia, and some of the mis-
leading electoral promises which were ad-
vanced and enabled the present Govern-
ment to be returned to office. I imagine
the Fraser Government was smart encugh
to observe what occurred in Western Aus-
tralia, and it thought that if the public
of Western Australia could be conned the
people throughout the whole of Australia
could be conned.

For the March quarter, 1975, the wage
decision brought down on the 17th May,
1975, increased wages by 3.6 per cent. That
was the Australian average, and in West-
ern Australin the increase was 3.8 per
cent. So unemployment was going up and
so was the cost of living.

Por the June quarter, the Australian
average was 3.5 per cent. The indexing
date was the 18th September, 1975. Be-
cause we were beating inflation State by
State, and putting things right, our figure
had gone up to 4.1 per cent. We reached
a better situation in Western Australia be-
cause our figure increased to 6.4 per cent
for the two quarters, September and Dec-
ember. For one quarter the figure was
6.2 per cent. We were still dealing with
inflation State by State, and beating un-
employment!

We move on to 1976 and the operative
date for the indexation decision was the
15th May, 1976. On that occasion plateau
indexation was brought into operation and
the increase amounted to $3.80. However,
the actual increase was 3 per cent; there
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was no getting away from the fact that
the CPI had risen to that extent. Des-
pite the fact that Western Australia was
dealing with inflation State by State, and
unemployment was going up, we had an
increase of 3.3 per cent. On the 18th
August, we had an increase of 1.5 per cent
for those earning more than $166 a week,
but the CPI increase was 2.5 per cent.

I do not know what happened because
in spite of the theories advanced by Mr
Fraser more and more unemployment has
been created. We are going backwards.
The figure in Western Australia increased
to a whacking 3.4 per cent.

If one examines the motion now hefore
us one will see that that is precisely what
we are saying. Before moving away from
that point I will refer to a very current
article which appeatred in today’s issue of
the Daily News. The article was headed,
“Pensioners hit at Government' and reads
as follows—

MELBOURNE, Today: The Austra-
lian Pensioners’ Federation has called
on the Federal Government to adjust
pensicns in line with quarterly Con-
sumer Price Index increases.

The secretary of the APF, Mrs
Irene Ellis, yesterday accused the Gov-
ernment of not carrying out its pro-
mise to protect pensioners against in-
flation.

“The CPI inecreases for the first two
quarters of this year won't be passed
on to pensioners till November,” Mrs
Ellis said,

"This means we are always about
five months behind with increases
which are supposed to keep pensioners
updated in line with inflation.”

It was ‘“totally unjustifiable” that
this situation should arise, she said.

I think it goes without saying that we
have problems within the Federal sphere
of Government, and our present Staie
Goavernment which is of the same com-
plexion as the Federal Government is ap-
parently bent on eighteenth century eco-
nomic theories; that is, one works only on
the private sector. That theory may have
heen 1]l right at one time. but 1t is ro
Ionger relevant. Every country in the world
and, indeed, every Government—and we
have had 23 years of Liberal-Country Party
Gaovarrmneni in this State—is aware that
we need a mixed economy in order to keep
goingz. Mr Fraser, despite all his promises,
just does not see things that way and, as
a result, cur problems grow day by day.

I know people in the Fremantle area—
men I have known all my life—who own
and manaze businesses. They have been
carrying people on their pay rolls for the
past 18 months because they are humane
people. However, they are now approach-
ing the stage where they can see that
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nothing is happening, and that the policy
of the Government is making things worse.
The Government is not generating any-
thing, and they will not be able to carry
on. Although they hate to have to do it,
they have reached the stage where they
will have to let some of their workers go.

Not content with that, the Federal Gov-
ernment goes even further. Let me quote
a very significant passage from The
National Times of the 6th September,
1976—

The Fraser Government appears
intent on forcing thousands of people
from the dole this year at a time
when it expects unemployment to rise,

Budget estimates supplied by the
Treasury assume an average weekly
pumber of about 175000 people
receiving unemployment benefits in
1976-T7—nearly 20000 less than the
previous year,

This is the Budget which Mr MacKinnon
said in an oblique way would get things
going—we will all go around and beat on
a can and everything will be all right.
The article continues—

Yet at the same time the Budget
assumes that unemployment will rise
in 1976-77, when school-leavers flood
the market, and only improve margin-
ally towards the end of the year.

The chief reason for the rise in
registered unemployment accompany-
ing a fall in the dole numbers is the
tougher line on benefits which the
Government announced earlier this
year,

But no matter how tough the Gav-
ernment gets, it is certain to have to
spend more than its Budget forecast.

The Budget assumes that unem-
ployment benefits will be cut by $49
million compared with the previous
vear,

That is $49 million which will not go
into the economy and which people will
not spend on consumer goods. One does
not have to be very smart to know what
that means. The article goes on—

A breakdown of benefits (see Table
1) shows that while estimates for sick-
ness and special benefits have
increased, the fall in the unemploy-
ment appropriation from $506 mil-
lion to $457 million is greater than
shown in the Budget papers where
these three items are listed together.

This is the gobbledygook from the Gov-
ernment which promised not to interfere
with Medibank, and which promised to
maintain taxation and introduce full tax-
ation indexation, coming at the thimble
and pea trick., To continue—

The actual effect of a $49 million
cut is greater than appears, since the
level of the benefit is higher in 1976-
77 than the previous year and the
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increase in the appropriation hecause
of higher rates is $17 million. This
means that at last year’s rates the
overall reduction in benefits would be
$66 million.
S0 what the Federal Government has taken
away in 1976-77 amounts to $66 million.
The old diehards will say, '"This will make
them find work.” The point is $66 mil-
lion is taken out of circulation from people
whoe would have no alternative but to
spend it. The Federal Government will
bring down a mini-Budget in about eight
weeks’ time; then it will go further and
devalue the currency towards the end of
the year. It will need the side of the
Superannuation Building for the graph on
inflation because it will be so high. I do
not know where the case for the phoney
idea of reducing the deflcit will be. The
article goes on—

The main decisions taken by the
Government tightening up benefits
include:

This shows the cruelty and viciousness of
the Federal Government against the bulk
of the Australian pecple. To continue—

Affer six weeks registered unem-
ployment people out of work will be
referred to positions “within the per-
son's capabilities” rather than simply
for jobs of an equivalent kind. This
means that if a person refuses a posi-
tion for which he has no particular
skills or different skills, then he for-
feits the benefit;

It is something like the old dictation test
when a migrant was not wanted. If he
came from Ireland he was given a dicta-
tion test in Hindustani and when he could
not do it he was deported. A persen will
be told, “We want a computer programmer;
you are only a labourer. Tough luck, son;
you are out of a job.”

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is
not true.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Minister
has had ample opportunity to get up.

The Hon. G. ¢. MacKinnon: I have
been up.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am giving an
extreme case. The method is the same
and it will be used.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
spoiling all your arguments with such silly
exaggeration.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: After the Min-
ister's puny exercise tonight I would need
to be tranquillised if I were an unems-
ployed person in this State waiting for the
Government to do something to get me a
job. The article goes on—

No payment for unemployed school-
leavers during the Chrlstmas holiday
period;

What happens to a youth leaving school?
Is he not entitled to a jobh? So what do we
say to him? We say, “For at least another
six weeks you will get nothing.”
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The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: He is on
holidays and he will go back to school.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Minister 1s
smarter than that.

The Hon., R. Thompsen: He
smarter than that.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Minister
knows what it means but I will read it
again—

No payment for unemployed school-
leavers during the Christinas holiday
period; and

A more severe work test by paying
benefits only to those genuinely seek-
ing jobs who prove it by their attitude,
dress and wlillingness to move to get
work.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: In other
words, they will get it if they are school
leavers who are genuinely seeking employ-
ment,

The Hon. D, K. DANS: Where will they
get 1t? Can the Minister tell me how they
will dress and how they will move to find
employment?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: T will tell
you.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: We want to hear
it because many young people will be leav-
ing schoel] this year. In high schools in
my district—and, I am sure, in every
member’s district—students in their last
year are almost in a state of trauma and
shock. As one of our national newspapers
quite rightly said, we are looking down the
barrel of a generation of unemployed
people coming out of our schools this year.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
only repeating what I said.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: If the Minister
sald that, I should have assisted him to
54y more.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I sald many
sensible things which you did not hear.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The article goes
on to say—

Another reason for the cut in bene-
fits is the Government’s view that the
schocl-leavers and people under 18
vears who are paid a lower benefit will
comprise a higher portion of the joh-
less,

However, the Government is hot
restricted io benefits appropriated in
the Budget. It can always increase
outlays . . .

Coming back to the motion, speakers on
the Government side say that, simply
because all the State and Federal Min-
isters, both Labor and Liberal, have agreed
not to use the seasonally adjusted figures
any longer, it is okay. It is not all right by
me.

This is another of the Federal Govern-
ment’s snide exercises, for which it is
becoming quite famous. It says, “We will
go further, We are cutting down by $49
million but in real figures it is $66 million.

looks
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We will then put on all these other hitches
and crimps and make it impossible for a
number of people to get unemployment
benefits, and we will make 1t impossible
for a number of young peorle leaving
school to get unemployment benefits for a
period.” It is shameful. We are talking
about figures but I come back to the point
that each one of those figures represents
a real person—flesh and blood. That seems
to be forgotten in some of the remarks
which are being made here tonight.

I do not want to go into the question
of dole bludging, which was mentioned by
some members of the House. It is a term
which I find very distasteful.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Why did
you just use it?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The inefficiency
of both State and Federal Governments
does not finish there.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnaon:
one—the last one or this one?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: T am referring to
the current Federal Government. I was
rvecently up in Mr Tozer's territory. I was
not politicking; I was looking around be-
cause I know the area rather well.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It 1s his territory
temporarily.

The Hon. D. K, DANS: He is represent-
ing it now. I had the opportunity to talk
to some people in the beef industry. I
have also had opportunities to talk to
members of the Australian Meat Board, I
suggested to one person that it was a
very good move on behalf of the present
Government to sell beef to the USSR at
24¢ a pound. This man nearly fainted and
he explained to me a very complicated
formula. Some southern meatwolks could
go to 48c a pound, but for him and for
some of his mates in Queensland that
would be a disaster. He explained that
this meant he would be paying something
like 22¢ a pound to the people on the
property, but more than that, it means
that the Japanese will now say that 24c¢
a pound is the norm. The Japanese pur-
chasers will say, “If you can sell it at
that price to the horrible communists,
well then you can sell it to us”—these
are the communists about whom Mr
MacKinnon was talking, We know the
kind of disaster this will mean for us.
Not only will the Japanese say that, but
also other people around the world will
say it.

It is hard to comprehend that a Gov-
ernment which boasts of sg much expertise
in the field of agriculture, selling, and
business, could be ensnared into this type
of deal. We know the disastrous conse-
quences it will have on some of our smaller
meatworks which perhaps are nat pro-
ducing the best quality beef. That is not
my viewpoint, but the viewpoint of some-
onehelse, and I would have to go along
with it,

Which
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The Hon. N. E. Baxter: What would you
have done with it? You tell us—you know
the answer.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Now Mr Baxter
is there, I can say that I would not have
given the meat away at 24c a pound.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You would have
left it there on the property?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Words fail me!
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We will sit
and listen quietly.

The Hon. D. K, DANS: We have just
been told that the processors cannot even
buy the meat at 22¢ a pound. I do not
know what kind of business acumen Mr
Baxter has, but I would imagine that if
hz were running an abatioir and he had
to ray the pastoralist 22¢ a pound for
meat, and then kill it, pack it, and export
it, he would not be very happy to sell it
et 24c a pound.

The Hon. N, E. Baxter: I did not say
that—I asked you what you would have
done with it.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I do not know
what I weuld have done with it, but I
certainly would not have given it away.
The Minister also asked me, “"Wou'éd you
let it sit on the property?”

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Yes.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I suppose that
illustrates the Lkind of rural thinking we
come across here. It does not matter if
the obattoirs go broke or the whole of
Australia gees brolie as lonz as the man
on the land gets his money. I want to sze
the man on the land get a fair deal but
what I am saying is that it is a bad busi-
ness arrgngement and it is the second such
arrangement with beef.

The Hon, N. E. Baxter: What about

saying something constructive—you have
only heen critical.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: Ycu are the
moest pessimistic man I hav: ever heard.

The Honh. D. K. DANS: I had to sit here
tonight and listen to Mr MacKinnon read
drearily from that left-wing magazine
The Bulletin. He keeps referring to it as
a right-wing magazine and he quoted
page after page of it.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Very interesting.

The Hcn, G. €. MacKinnon: I quoted
three paragraphs.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: He got onto
Solzhenitsyn from the magazine Quadrant
then he told us how we set up Medibank.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You have
read about 20 Press articles tonight.

The Hon, D, K. DANS: 1 quoted from
four Press cuttings, not 20. That is 16 out.
That is the mathematics the Liberal Party
likes to use when trying to confuse the
public about the real economic problems of
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the country and yet the Liberal Party does
not give a spit for the unemployed people
in the country.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: That is hon-
sense. We have more real concern for
t:i?;amt taan you {ellows have ever dreamed
ahout,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: What about a bit
of action?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We have
reversed disastrous pregrammes,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Just look at these
figures. The highest level of unemploy-
raent in Australia was recorded in the
second quarter of 1532 when 134 068 people,
representing 30 per cent of the work force,
were uncmployed. In January of this year
there were 343 939 registered unemployed,
in Australia, representing 5.66 per cent of
the work force and it was the highest per-
centage of the work force unemployed since
the depression when we had the highest
number of unemployed in our Australian
history.

The Hon. N, Mc¢Neill: What was the next
highest figure, and when was it?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I will tell you
the highest period of inflation in Australia.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr McNeill is
really asking me the unemployment figures
us.der the Whitlam Government, and I will
tell him. Before the Fraser Government
assurned office in November, 1975, the num-
her unemployed for the last month of the
Whitlam Government was 247 000, or 4.17
per cent of the work force. There are
plenty of Government speakers yet to con-
tribute to the debate, and Mr MacKinnon
has informed us that they are full of
statistics, information, and advice from the
Taxation Department.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon:
enthusjasm.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr MacKinnon
said another speaker who is an expert on
Mzdibank will contribute to the debate.
No doubt we will have an expert come in
to disprove all these figures.

The Hon. N. MecNeill: Have you the
October, 1975, figures?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: They are all the
figures I intend to give. If the Minister is
saying that in the last month of the
Whitlam Government the figures were
better than those in October, it proves one
point—the Hayden Budget strategy was
working.

The Hon. N. McNeill; T am just asking
whether you have the figures.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am not going
to give any more figures. As I said before,
who is running this case?

The Hon, N. MecNeill: You are making
a bad job of it.

The Hon., D. K. DANS: I am making a
h=tter job of it than Mr MacKinnon did.
I do not want to go very much further
with these figures.

And
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The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Have you
lost your place?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: No, I do not
need the assistance of that fine defender
of democracy, Mr Alan Reid, to jolt my
memory. He wouléd have no problem find-
ing a job in one of those totalitarian States
where his main function would be to per-
secute ordinary men and women. He has
been doing that for many years.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Is that
right?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Let us look at
our own State. I do not think in the
history of Western Australia, and not-
withstanding 1932, that unemployment has
ever been at a higher level. I must quote
from Hansard again because on the 16th
August, 1972, this is what Sir Charles
Court had to say—

In my opinion it is the responsibility
of Government to provide oppor-
tunities for the work force. It is
drafted to do that when it is elected.
This is a State responsibility.

What is the Government doing about it?
Is the Government saying it miscued? It
could not hit the red ball anyway—it is
always overemphasising and under-
estimating. I will restate facts which I
mentioned in another speech, and this is
necessary because we will not have an
iron ore mine boom every day. Sir Charles
Court has this cargo-cult mentality—he
sits on the beach waiting for an iron ore
mine to eventuate. If we do nothing then
nothing will happen. There have heen
cutbacks in sewerage works and in the
public works sector. All these activities
which should take up the slack in unem-
ployment have bheen cut back, and the
amount of money paid to the people doing
this work will not circulate in the com-
munity, These particular people have no
other course than to spend the money
they receive. The record of this Gov-
ernment is miserable; I do not know who
has told the most fibs to get into office—
the present Government in Western Aus-
tralia or the Australian Government.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: RBirds of a
feather,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: On one occa-
sion the Premier went on to say—
If given the opportunity to per-
form, we will solve the problem.

Well, the Government has had nearly
three years but it has not performed. It
is just as well the Government is not &
newly married man on his honeymoon!
When asked how long this would take
the Premier said within six months of
getting back into office and sorting out
some of the mess that had been created.
Let us assume that we had made a mess—
which we had not, of course, because we
inherited a lot of unemployed and we were
humane enough to start up sewerage works
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to enable these people to retain their dig-
nity—Sir Charles Court was going to pul
it right in six months; but in almost three
vears he has done nothing. In fact,
unemployment now is the worst we have
ever had.

The Premier went on to say that we
must create employment opportunities for
young people. I would not like to go to
the Applecross High School and tell the
students of school-leaving age that the
Premier said they had nothing to worry
about; nor would I like to try to tell that
to the lawyers I saw on television the
other night or to young engineers and
draftsmen at the university who are ahout
to enter the labour market, because it
just will not happen.

Miss Eltiott touched on that thorny sub-
ject of Kalgoorlie. I wonder whether the
Liberal Party will field a candidate for
Kalgoorlie at the next election. If it does
it will have to hire an armoured car to
transport him, because in my understand-
ing he may stand a good chance of being
the first lynch victim in this State.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Are you
advocating violence?

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: They have recal-
led nominations.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The safe
Labor seat that they lost!

The Hon. D, K. DANS: When I look
at this whole dreary resumeé of failure,
deception, and straightout inability to per-
form, I have grave doubts for the future.
If Mr MacKinnon says the debate Is
dreary, how else would you view the situ-
ation, Mr Daputy President, if you were
on the labour market hoping to get a
job? If we think the situation is bad
here, then I suggest that members take
a short trip in a plane f{o our biggest
industrial city of Newcastle and see the
desperation that is abroad there. If they
go to the large provincial centres like Lis-
more and Grafton in New South Wales
they will see for themselves economies
that are on the verge of total collapse.

I did not think of lecking at Port Kembla
until I watehed a television show the other
night. Who would have thought that in
the second largest industrial area in Aus-
tralia 7 000 people would be walking the
streets looking for work? Of course, this
is only a taste of things to come, because
as one wave recedes another rolls on and
it is very hard to check.

Mention was made tonight of the way
the present Federal Government came to
power. I do not take the pessimistic view
that some people take. I think this has
bren one of the great turping points in
the political history of Australia, because
today more people than ever are casting
a critical eye on our political system.
There are more and more letters and edi-
torials pointing out the gerrymandered
composition of this Chamber, and that will
continue.
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The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Only irom peogple
on your side.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Minister
i? not suggesting they all come from our
side?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Well and truly.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I have bad news
for the Minister. I would love to believe
him—

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You do, but you
won't admit it.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: —hut I heard
the former Deputy Commissioner of Taxa-
tion (Mr Slattery), now the Managing
Director of The West Australian, say on
a television programme that the policy of
that newspaper is not in favour of the
Labor Party. He defended that statement,
and he is entitled to make it. We do not
own the newspaper, and we have freedom
of the Press. Mr Baxter should know, after
the Tresillian affair, that The West Aus-
tralian prints what it wants to print, and
not necessarily the truth, It prints the stuff
that sells newspapers; and the best news
to disseminate is bad news. According
to that newspaper, the Labor Party is bad
news because perhaps it would make the
newspaper conform, and freedom of the
Press means printing only the news it
wants to print.

I was expecting Government speakers to
say they oppose the motion, but I was
hoping they wounld inform us of positive
steps to be taken to overcome the situation
that exists in Western Australia. How-
ever, they did not say a word.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You have not
said anything constructive since you have
been on your feet.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: That Is a matter
of cpinion. I have yet to hear Mr Baxter
get up and state the case on behalf of the
Country Party. I am sure he will do an
excelient job. Probably he will tell us
why the abattoirs should Kkill all the besf
they can and make a loss so that we can
get the heef off the farms.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Nobady said that
at all. T asked what you would do with it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: He says it
and then blames vou for saying it.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: We have had
a fairly lengthy debate so far.

‘The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: You have
been going for an hour. That is not bad.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: That is not bad
for someone who was geoing to speak for
& short time,

The Hon. D. K, DANS: Would the Min-
isters like me to continue for a long time?

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: No.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: No.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I can see them
squirming away over there.

The Hon. N, E. Baxter:
squirming.

We are not
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The Hon, D. K. DANS: Judging from
some of the interjections, they are squirm-
ing. I am haping other Government speak-
ers will get up and tell us what will be
done, Mr MacKinnon said he would get
to the kernel of the matter and I thought
he would come forward with a plan to
squeeze money from the Federal Govern-
mant for labour-intensive work,

The Hon., G. C, MacKinnon: I didn't say
that. You are wrong again.

The Hon. D, K, DANS: 1 thought Mr
MacKinnon might say, “I can say with
confidence that in the next six months we
will provide employment for X number of
people.” I am sure when we are presented
with the expert figures which have been
referred to, we will also be presented with
positive reasons why the Government is
opposed to the motion moved by Mr Cooley.
I am sure Mr Masters will say, “I have been
holding back; this is what we will do; We
will set everything in motion and do what
Sir Charles Court said we would do and
put things right. We have been a long time
getting around to it because we have been
busy planning. We know how to beat
inflation State by State and how to boost
the labour force. We know how to get
the iron ore industry going again, how to
increase productivity, how to sell surplus
beef, and how to stop the tree-pulling pro-
gramine in the south-west.”

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: Does Mr
Masters have to say all that?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: No, I have saved
the best part for Mr Griffiths. He can
tell us how the Government proposes to
spark off an iron ore hoom, to boost the
stock market again, to imbue confidence
in the goldfields, and to get the nickelodeon
going again. Perhaps Mr Clive Griffiths
will even say he will make a human sacri-
fice of himself and become the Liberal
candidate for the seat of Kalgoorlie. If he
and Mr Masters say all those things, I
might even vote against the motion, especi-
ally if thev say something positive will be
don= to reduce unemployment and to
restore confidence in the economv.

Mr President, I do not wish to speak for
very much longer; I believe that is a good
point on which to finish.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You can
reassure Mr Evans that I will not be
opposing him at the next election.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: He will be very
happy about that, I am sure. I know that
these 22 000 people—the real number un-
employed, on a seasonally adjusted basis—
will be extremely happy as & result of this
debate tonight. They will know exactly
what is in store for them. We all know
that when the Court Government came to
power it said it would restore confidence
and get the economy going again. We
know that Mr Fraser won an election with
a great ballyhoo of tub thumping, despite
all those fibs he told; he said he would
restore full employment and get the
economy going. But he also has failed.
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The Hon. Clive Griffiths: He won the
election on Mr Whitlam's record.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Whitlam
Giovernment was nof put out of office he-
cause of the things it did not do:; it was
put out because of the things it was doing.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: In other
words, because of the mess it had made.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I know what will
put out the Fraser Government—the Medi-
bank issue. Soon we will be payving $1 000
a year just for medical cover. Members
opposite will not come to grips with reality.
Tonight's Press contains a report of a 7%
per cent increase in doctor’s fees to apply
from next January.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: I have heard
you prognosticate like this before, and you
have been wrong every time, and you will
be wrong again,

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Members opposite
are prolonging the agony. I have not been
wrong., If the Minister cares to check
Hansard he will see that I have not been
wrong but rather that I have saig@ I would
like to be wrong. Members opposite make
two false assumptions; namely, that some-
how or other Australia is isolated and is
not part of the general downturn in the
economic well being of the world and that
by some miraculous change in the leader-
ship of this country we will emerge from
this period of recession.

But what is the actual position today?
We are looking down the barrel of a gun;
there has been a resl reduction in wages
begause the Fraser Government has chosen
to opt out of its promises in regard to
indexation; the Medibank issue is of grow-
ing concern; we have the frightening pro-
spect of some 500 000 people unemployed;
and weg face a change in our educational
system which will produce not an intelli-
gent and informed young people but pecple
wh'? will be able to chop wood and carry
water.

T support the motion and I hope it has
the support of all true Australians in this
House who are really concerned about the
state of our economy, and the plight of
our unemployed, and particularly of our
young people who are yet to leave school.

THE HON. B. T. LEESON (South-East)
[10.23 p.m.]: I wich to support the motion
moved by the Hon. D. W. Cooley, parti-
cularly as it refers to unemployment. I
have bzen interested to hear speeches by
members opposite on this subject; T find
myself wondering just how serlous they
are about unemployment and its effect
on the pecple in this unfortunate situation.

. I was very interested to hear 2n int:r-
jection by Mr Knicht. I have heard him
make many speecnies in this Hous: pro-
viously, when he has referred to the “dole
bluderrs”., He said that if he were out of
work he would get up, get out, and get a
Job. That migzht be all very well for him,
but I have 500 miners in the Kalzoorlie
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district who are willing and able to work;
I just hope they will be able to get out and
obtain jobs. Anybody who knows anything
about mining and who has ever been down
a mine to see what gees on would accept
that the miners have worked very hard.
Are they to be described as “'dole bludgers”
pecause they cannot find employment?

The Hon. T. Knight: You should get my
staternent right. I referred to people who
did not want to work as being dole bludg-
ers. However, I pointed out that people
who were unemployed through circum-
stances beyond their control were deserv-
ing of unemployment benefits.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: Just because
they are unemployed does not mean they
are dole hludgers.

The Hon. T. Knight: I did not say they
Were.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: Statements
have been made in this House that un-
employed people are dole bludgers.

The Hon. D. W. Caoley: One has only to
read Hansard.

The Hon. R .T. LEESON: Yes, it is there.

The Hon. T. Knight: It may be, bhut I
did not say all unemployed people were
dole bludgers. Get my statement correct.

The Hon, R. T. LEESON: Let us hope
these people are not dole bludgers. The
unemployment situation in Kalgoorlie has
been created not by the people of the area
but by Gavernment policy which is reflected
in every part of the State and more par-
ticularly in the goldfields region.

We all know of the promises made last
December to the people in the goldfields
area. Who would have thought that in
September this year I could stand in this
place and say that within two rr;ontl_'ns
there will not be a goldmine operating in
Kalgoorlie? Admittedly, we realised last
year that the industry was in trouble, b_ut.
nobody seriously believed this would be its
ultimate fate. It is almost as if it were
planned. )

1 have a copy of the Kalgoorlie Miner
of the Tth September, 1976, which con-
tains the headline, “Cotter denies promise
of aid to gold'. Of course, we know that
Tiberal members did not go to Kalgoorlie
and say, “On such-and-such a date we
are going to give you $10 million.” Ald
was not promised in such specific terms.
But who are they trying to kid? I attended
most of those meetings in Kalgoorlie, along
with other members of this House, and
we know what was said. One has only to
check Hansard over the last five or six
yvears to know what three Federal
Treasurers have had to say on this matter;
their statements bear out exactly what
has happened to the industry,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: What did they
say?

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: Mr Griffiths

knows as well as I do. They said they
would assist the industry to shut down.
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‘The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I just wanted
to get your version into Hansard. You
were there—vou tell us what they said.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: You do not
suggest that people in the area voted for
the Liberals because they said they were
not going to assist the gold industry, do
you?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I want Mr
Leeson to tell us what was said. However,
he seems very reluciant.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: I know more
about goldmining than Mr Griffiths knows
about wood chipping.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths:
know what they said.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: We all know
what was said; it is on record in the news-
papcors and in Hansard, I am sure that
at 10.30 in the evening Mr Griffiths does
not want me to repeat what was said.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Indeed I do.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: Over the last
few months the State Government has
given some token assistance to the indus-
try; it provided $400 000 to the Lake View
and Star Company. However, when one
compares this assistance with the $300 000
provided hy the Tonkin Government in
1971 and takes into account the inflation-
ary spiral which has oceurred since that
time and to which members opposite con-
stantly refer, $400 000 is seen to be a lousy
amaount of assistance.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Surely you do not
suggest that $400 000 was chicken feed. It
was provided despite the fact that the
State Government knew full well the com-
pany had no hope of maintaining the mine
in operation. Even $10 million would not
havz kept it operating. The assistance
provided by the Government helped keep
the mine working for a period until some-
thinz could he worked out.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: I think the
reason the $400000 was given was that
even the Premier hoped and thought that
the Federal Government would come up
with: the assistance which had been
premiscd during the election campaign.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Why do you sheer
about it?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: He said that
it was token assistance,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths; It was very
substantial assistanece.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON; It was token
assistance and it was genuinely given early
in 1976 in the hope that the Federal
Government would come good with its
promises and that the future of the gold-
fields would be rosy for the Liberal Party.
Unfortunately that has not come into
being.

The Hon. J, Heitman: How much money
would it have taken at that time to keep
Lake View and Star in production for
another 10 years?

You do not
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The Hon. R. T. LEESON: If I were a
computer I would be able to give an answer
to that, It is a ridiculous question to ask
anybody, and Mr Heitman knows that as
well as I do. On the front page of the
Kalgoorlie Miner of the 4th September,
1976, there appeared a headline which
indicated that the Premier was coming to
Kalgoorlie for job talks. I understand that
he is going to Kalgoorlie next Saturday.
I hope the Premier is sincere in his
attempts to alleviate the problem and can
perhaps find some way of helping some of
the 500 men who will be retrenched he-
cause of the winding down of the last
goldmine, But unfortunately it appears
as though this is window dressing.

If we look at what has taken place in
Kalgoorlie in the last 24 years since the
Liberal-Country Party Government has
been in power we cannot find anything.
No public works of any description and no
new buildings have been instigated by this
Government. If members were to com-
pare the new schools, the new courthouses,
ang the extensions to the hospitals that
were built in Kalgoorlie between 1971 and
1974 with what has happened in the last
24 years, they would know what I am
talking ahout. Now all of a sudden the
Premier wants to go to Kalgoorlie, I
wonder why. Surely an election must be
coming up shortly.

The Hon. N, McNeill: You know that
the Premier has been to Kalgoorlie many
times and he is not just suddenly going to
Kalgoorlie.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: It is true that
he has been to Kalgoorlie on some acca-
sions.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Several oceasions.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: It is the same
thing, is it not? He has been there with
regard to other issues. He has not been
interested in creating new public works of
any description in Kalggorlie until the last
fortnight. This is the first we have heard
of it. He has never had any interest in
the place.

The Hon. N, McNeill: Obviously you have
not been listening very carefully.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: I wish the
meeting which will take place on Saturday
every success. I hope that everybody is
sincere in what is being attempted. Buf
it disturbs me that an election is coming
up shorily and there appears to be a lot
of window dressing. For the sake of the
men I hope they are able to find jobs,
preferably other jobs, because many of
them have given half a lifetime and half
of their health to the industry. That is
another thing that many people here do
not understand.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You know what I
think? I think there has been an awful
lot of pre-election window dressing in this
House since about five o'clock this after-
noon,
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The Hon. D. K. Dans: What gives you
that impression?

The Hon., Clive Griffiths: One of the
things that gives us that impression is the
comments which the Hon. Mr Leeson is
making now. The other thing is the com-
ments you made.

The Hon, D, K. Dans: I think he is
trying to get you a candidate for Kal-
goorlie.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: I am learning
all the time! I thought I was supposed to
get up here and make a speech—

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That is what
you are supposed to be doing.

The Hon. R, T. LEESON: —and talk
about all sorts of things., However, the
people in Kalgoorlie are desperate because
not only will 500 men be unemployed but
also the situation will be reflected through-
out the community. I hope it will not be
reflected too greatly because I think we
have borne greater burdens in our time in
the area and that we can bear this one.
But t.ere will be problems and they must
rub off.

From what has been publicised I think
people up there are expecting the Premier
fo announce all sorts of things. With an
election arcund the corner he must an-
nounce somethinz or he might as well
save—

Tre Hon. J. Heitman: I do not think
he has any intention of trying to win a
sent in Kolxoorlie but he is fairly humane
and he would be going there to try to help
in wuy way ae can and to get employment
far those people who are out of work. We
all feel sorty for them.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: Two years azo
I would ave agreed with the membor,
Bince that time I think he has given it
awoy. Howsver, the Premler has a respon-
sibility to the State and we understand he
must go to these places. The situation
mirht be something like a Labor member
of Parlinment coming into this Chamber
with the way it is loaded. The boot is
piabobly on thc other foot in Kalgoorlie,
but I think cne ¢zn relate the two sttua-
tions.

‘The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I do not quite
gel the roint of what you are talking
about.

Tht Hon. R. T. LEESQON: I think the
memner dosos,

Th= Hcn. Clive Griffiths: We feel you
a2r2 mzking hard work of it.

The XHon. D, K. Dans: I am waiting to
hear,

The Hon. Ciive Griffiths: You will hear.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I notice the Press
gallery is Giling up!

Tho2 Hon. R. T. LEESON: Unemploy-
ment has been discussed at length tonight
and we have heard various speakers tell
of their experience with it. Unemploy-
ment in other parts of the electorate is
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not very much better. I feel sorry for
these people. Probably some of them would
have been unemployed no matter what.
This has always been the case but most
of them want to work and nobody can tell
me that they do not want to work. I do
not think they should be termed dole
bindgers. Mr President, I support the
motion.

THE BON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropelitan) [10.39 p.m.]): I have delayed
rising to my feet in the hope tnat the very
inrarmed speaker from the Government
benches to whom the Hon, Mr MacKinaon
referred earlisr would enlighten us on this
side of the Chamber along the lin.s that
My Dans indicated. Apparently we have
had the Government’s reply and we will
hegr noching further from it,

T2 Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Are you sire
of that?

The R. ¥, CLAUGHTON: I I had not
risen w0 my feet the question would have
lien put and there would have been no
epportunity for Mr Williams or any other
rember to speak in the debate.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnen: That is
about as wrong as practically every ot_her
statcment that has come Ifrom that side.

The Hon. N. McNeill: It is your motion.

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: In his
contrioniinny Mr MacKinnon szid there
were speakers on the Government side
who had information which they would
divuige to the Hcuse.

The Hon. 3. . MacKinnon: We are
nct clasing the procezdings of this House
at midnight?

The IZon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The

2hat: on thz motion would havc been
closcd had I =ot ricen to my feet.

The Hon. N. McNeill: It {s your motion,
afier 211 It is your duty to keep it going.

Th2 'ion. R. F. CLAUGHTON: 1 shall
make my speech, and see what happens
then. The motion calls for the House to
~¥uress its concern cn the matters men-
ticited therein, in particular on thz levsls
of wiermpioymeni which have arisen
thrauizl) the policies of the present Aus-
traliamn Governmenl. I think it has been
stated correctly by other spezkers that the
main strategy of the Australian Govern-
ment 5 to burden the wage earhers, to
ferce them to accept a reduction in real
wa~~s, and hopefully kty that device to
achieve a turnabout in the inflation rate.

Iz is net very difficult to pick out
exam ples frcm Pless reports of siatzments
made by Federal Minjsters which are criti-
cai of the trade union movement. Their
remarks in the main speak of militant left-
wing unions; very seldom do they refer
to any other sort of trade unions, as though
the militant trade unions were the only
ones that were active in Australia. That
might be quite good political propaganda
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for the Government, but it is not a method
of encouraging the co-operation of people,
and inducing them to join in the move to
cteate new job opportunities.

The PFederal Treasurer (Mr Lynch) has
asked the trade union leaders to place a
restraint on salary and wage demands, in
order to create new jobs. To achieve that
end he must adopt a conciliatory approach.
At the same time it is unrealistic to accept
that sort of restraint and a drop in real
wages, unless the trade unions can see that
the cother sectors of the community are
being asked to shoulder the same sort of
burden in order to effect an improvement
in the Australian economy.

From the many statements made by
Federal Ministers it is apparent that they
are confused as to what they hope to
achieve. They seem to have placed great
emphasis on too small an area of the
economy, and hope that by concentrating
on that area 3 magtc button will be pressed
and everything will turn out all right.
Other speakers have pointed out that
things will not turn out that way.

In the speech of the Federal Treasurer
{Mr Lynch) given to the Bradfield con-
ference of the Liberal Pariy forum on the
19th August last he sald that inflation
prlayed a very importani role in deter-
mining consumer spending; and that this
was alsp the case in the United States of
America where the savings ratio began
to fall as soon as it was obvious that
inflation was under control. He seemed
to think that was all that needed to be
done, and it would identify and isolate
the problem.

The factors in the economy that
brought about a drop in the inflation rate
might not have that direct relationship
with the savings ratio. There are other
factors operating in the community to
which attention needs to be glven. There
is no simple button-pushing formula to
apply for something to happen.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: You do not
think that Mr Lynch s smart enough to
know that?

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON: If he is
smart enough to know that he has not
shown it in his speeches. It is little wonder
that the public are confused, because the
Federal Treasurer himself appears to be
confused.

Recently we read about a record level
of exports, and that was indicated from
the most recent figures; yet in a state-
ment on the 2nd August by the Federal
Treasurer he said Australia had been ex-
porting jobs. If we Iook at the curve
of exports we find it has heen rising.
If we have been exporting jobs one would
expect the Goavernment to he taking steps
t2 encourage exports. Instead of that the
Federal Government has cut back on
market development funds.

This information was given by the
Deputy Prime Minister (Mr Anthony) on
the 22nd June last. He gave the figures of
the reductions under that scheme which
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the Government had adopted as part of
its Budget cuts. This was a scheme to en-
courage people to build up export markets
and o improve the rate of exports. That
Is very necessary for this country.

Other items in the programme of the
Whitlam Government, such as funds allo-
cated to the Australian Design Council,
have been cut back, The Australian
Design Council was one avenue through
which the Fraser Government decided to
slash expenditure, but eventually it had to
restore the cuts. This is the sort of scheme
that improves and builds up the design side
of the manufacturihg industry, and is an
area which the Government considers a
most important one to build up.

The Government’s stated policies seem
to be a contradiction of what it is doing
in the economy, to the extent that the
Associated Chamber of Manufactures in its
1976 economic submissions to the FPederal
Government pointed out at page 9—

The impact of public spending cuts
on certain industries should be care-
fully and selectively assessed. This
particularly applies to such industries
as building and construction, elec-
tronics, engineering and heavy con-
struction equipment. If reductions in
the volume of public spending, and the
pace at which they are implemented,
are too severe and too rapid, the
resulting unemployment, loss of out-
put and decrease in company profits
would exceed the benefits of savings
in public spending in terms of personal
and corporate taxation revenue alone.

That is what the manufacturers think
about the Government's policies. That
submission bears some examination be-
cause the. material it contains is quite
revealing. For instance table 5 attached
to the submission gives the average return
on shareholders’ funds and it is interesting
to compare the figures of 1970 to 1974,
under the MecMahon Government, with
those of 1974-75, under the Whitlam
Government. Most of the companies were
showing significantly improved returns
under the Whitlam Government, yvet the
Whitlam Government was supposed to be
so severe on the businessman. The figures
do not substantiate such a contention.

If we look at the ANZ Bank employment
advertising figures on page 23 we find
there is a trough which reached the
lowest limits in 1972 and ros2_to a peak
in 1973-74. Then it dropped again in
1974-75 and continued on from 1875 to
1976 at a continuing level., Consequently
the advent of the Fraser Government did
very little to improve the employment
position in that case.

The Whitlam Government was seriously
slated in connection with investment upon
which the present Australian Government
is dependent, so it says, to jmprove the
economic situation and the employment
level, The Australian Government says
that any recovery must be investment led.
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In its submission to the Minister for
Industry and Commerce, dated June, 1976,
Conzine Riotinto, in a graph on page 14,
shows that since 1964 about 70 per cent
of investment has not been directed to-
wards providing new plant, but in replac-
ing plant. In fact the submission is highly
critical of what has occurred in the past.
This was well hefore the Whitlam Govern-
ment gained power in 1972 and dates back
to the mid-1960s. The submission states
that Governments should take more seri-
ously the fact that insufficient interest has
been shown in what is ocecurring in Aus-
tralian industry, In other sections of that
submission and in cother material I have,
the policy of protection in Australia has
been criticised as it distorts the manu-
facturing sector. I will quote some remarks
because they are illuminating to the
debate.

Mr Gordon Jackson, the author of a
white paper on manufacturing industry,
was reported in The West Austiralian of
the 27th March. He was speaking at a
seminar to discuss Australian manufactur-
ing industry. The article reads—

He told the seminar, organised by
the WA Confederation of Industry,
that manufacturing industry in Aus-
tralia needed major re-structuring,

This was up to government, because
a free competition situation had
allowed the present inadequacies to
develop,

That was said by a man who holds a very
high place in Australian industry, a man
who would be universally recognised as
being one of the industrial leaders of this
country. What he said contrasts in a
way with the following headline which
appeared in The West Australian of the
22nd September last year—

Government meddling is an evi),
warns Premier.

He takes a view different from that of Mr
Gordon Jackson. At the time the Premier
was reported as saying that industry
needed encouragements. These included—

A substantial cut in taxation. or
changes in the way taxes were applied.

The introduction of the well-tried
methed of offering specific incentives
for areas of desirable investment,

The abandonment of many of the
useless conirols imposed in recent
years that currently held back projects
worth billions of dollars.

A re-examination of the training of
both management and union leader-
ship.

The only item in that list of which natice
should be taken is the last one referring
to the need for training of management.
It is an area in which a great deal more
needs to be done. It is quite obvious that
Australian industry is not efficient in world
terms and that a lot of our lack of pro-
ductivity is due to poor management.
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Manufacturing industry has been feather-
bedded for a long time under the protec-
tive tariffs.

It is high time that this sector was asked
to examine itself and start to make a con-
tribution to the economy in order to assist
the country to get back onto an economic
even keel so that the rate of inflation and
low rates of productivity are reversed.

When considering the objective of an
investment-led recovery, it is interesting
to note the remarks of Mr J. Tomlinson,
the President of the Construction Equip-
ment Manufacturers of Australia. He is
reported in I'ndustry News of August, 1976,
published by the Associated Chambers of
Magufactures of Australia. The article
reads—

Speaking after CEMA's quarterly
meeting in Canberra on 9 August, Mr
J. Tomlinson, said his members have
little incentive to invest without hav-
ing a reasonable expectation of finding
a market for their products.

“Some months ago we called for an
increased level of activity in Govern-
ment capital works programmes such
as power stations, dams, waterfront
development, airports and roads, which
would return to CEMA members their
largest markets.

He would quite obviously disagree with the
remarks of the Minister who has spoken
tonight. I take some notice of those who
are involved in the nitty-gritty—to use a
favourite term of Mr MacKinnon—of the
busi];]ess world and who make the system
work.

Those are several opinions of people
and authorities one would expect to find
supporting the Government, and people
ohe would expect the Government to be in
tune with, and yet we find this area of
disagreement between them and what the
Government is actually doing. All the talk
about the Government trying to whip up
some sort of feeling of confidence and well-
being in the economy just is not working.
There was a brief flutter of activity on the
stock market aroundé Budeget time, but
ever since the 13th December we have
observed headlines such as., *“Mining
leaders continue to chalk up solid losses”.

It is not good enough simply to urge
people to invest, and to go out and spend
money; that just does not happen. It has
also been pointed out that contrary to the
idea that because there are large sums
of money in the savings institutions, there
is a large amount of unspent money. It
has been demonstrated that the actual
amount in real terms available for people
to spend is less today than it was 10 years
ggo. There has been an upward trend,
historically, in the gross amount of savings.
But when taken in relation to the infla-
tion rate, the actual purchasing power of
that money jis less, The measurement is
given in so many months' spending power.
Whereas the figure was 16 months, five
vears ago, it is now down to 14 months.



2320

Again, the speeches made by Mr Lynch
give some stress to the point that savings
are creating a great danger to the com-
munity because they can be brought out
instantly and spent. Well, the public has
nnt shown any tendency at all to do that,
When examined closely, that is not the
real situation at all.

I could carry on for some considerable
time but I think most of the areas of argu-
ment have been covered. Perhaps I will
make some reference to the new federalism
which was supported by the Premier of
this State. We know from his own words
recorded in the publication, “Policy and
Performance”™—of which he seems to be
so proud—that he and his party plaved a
large part in the formation of that policy.

Let us look at some of the remarks made
by people elsewhere, For instance, Mr
Kevin Cairns was reported in the Austra-
lian Financial Review of the 26th Sep-
tember, 1975, as follows—

In the Liberal Party at present
economic decision making is central-
ised in Victoria, with a little bit left
over for Sydney.

In other words, the fate of the remote
States was of very little concern to them.

It has often been said that the Whitlam
Government was a Government of cen-
tralisation, but when one looks at the
actual payments made to the States one
aobserves that the States fared extremely
well. In the period from 1971-72 to
1975-76—the time of the Hayden Bud-
get—payments increased by 167 per
cent. Tuat is a fairly substantial amount.
The average per capila payment for the
whole of the country was $572 compared
with $441 in 1972. For Western Australia,
the per capita figure was $528.

The net average income tax collection
in 1974 was $572, and the per capita
Federal payment—the national average—
for 1974-75 was $441,

If we compare the figures for Western

Australia we will see that this State did
extremely well. The per capita income
tax figure was $528 and the figure I have
noted as the per capita payment for the
States was $549, which was $108 above the
national average. It will be seen that
Western Australia has done comparatively
well as a result of the Hayden Budget. In
fact, the Whitlam Government did not
discriminate against the smaller States.
. Let us look at the remarks of some of
the other Liberal ieaders. The previous
Premier of New South Wales (Sir Eric
Willis) is reported as being very enthusi-
astic about the new federalism. In The
Australian of the 12th February this year
Sir Gordon Chalk, who was then the Trea-
surer of Queensland and a member of the
Liberal Party, accused Mr Fraser ang Sir
Eric Willis of plotting against the smaller
States. That was his view of the new
federalism policy. He is reported in these
terms—
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Sir Eric Willis satd earlier he be-
lieved the 4 smaller States were re-
ceiving too large a perccntage of
Federal finance. Sir Eric's statement
has taken the lid off the plot which
I believe was being hatched all along.

Since that time Sir Gordon Chalk has
retired. Perhaps he no longer felt com-
fortable as an active Liberal member.

It seems Victoria and New South Wales
are dictating policy to Lhe other States
under the new federalism scheme, but
we do not hear the Premier of this State
protesting about it. In fact he claims {o
have had some hand in the formatjon of
that policy.

As that policy is applied I believe we will
find this State no longer has one of the
lowest levels of unemployment in Australia,
which I think was attributable to a signi-
ficant extent to the generous grants and
reimbursements this State received from
the Whitlam Government and which will
no longer apnly. For example, the vote
for cewerage works has decreased from
$12 million last year ts $9 million this
year. That reduction of $3 million will
make a very big hole in the sewerage works
which can be carried out in this State, and
it will be measured in terms of men who
will not be employed in that area of Gov-
ernment activity.

I support the motion moved by Mr
Cooley. I believe it is quiie clear that the
pelicies being followed by the present Aus-
tralian Government are wrong. They have
been criticlsed by people one would expect
to support them. Those people will be
seriously affected. The policies will not
stimulate employment, and psrhaps they
are, as another speaker said, deliberately
designed to create unemployment because
they do not seem to be designed to have
the cpposite efiect.

No matter how much cne tries to talk
up confidence in the business cemmunity,
businessmen will not commit an invest-
ment dollar unless they get a return on
it. As members opposite keep telllng us,
profits are necessary for husiness. If a
businessman cannot see any profit in an
activity, he will not undertake it. No
matter how many carrots one might hold
out, if his dollar is to be committed the

usinessman will not be fooled by any
blandishments of this Government.

I support the motion and I hope other
members will join the Australian Labor
Party in expressing concern about the
effect on employment of the Australian
Government’s policles.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
V. J. Ferry.

CITY OF PERTH PARKING
FACILITIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bil] received from the Assembly: and,
on motion by the Hon, G. C. MacKinnon
(Minister for Education), read a first time.
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COMPANIES (CO-OPERATIVE) ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Relurned

Bill returned from the Assembly with
amendments,

BILLS (3): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Con-
trol) Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by the Hon. N. E. Baxter
(Minister for Health), read a first
time,

2. Motor Vehicle Dealers Act Amend-
ment Bill.
3. Gold Buyers Act Repeal Bill.

Bills recelved from the Assembly; and,
on motions by the Hon. G.
MacKinnon (Minister for Educa-
tion), read a first time.

House adjourned at 11.2I pm.

TLegislative Assemhly

Wednesday, the 8th September, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 pm, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (41): ON NOTICE

1. TRAFFIC

Speeding Charges: Use of
Radar Gun

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Traffic:

In view of the continual public

criticism of the Road Traffic Au-

thority about their use of radar
guns to apprehend erring motor-
ists, would he consider—

(1) Abandoning the use of them
for a trial period of three
months?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr O’CONNOR repled:
(1) No.

(2) They are a most effective
device for enforcing speed
limits.

2, WEMBLEY TECHNICAL
COLLEGE

Car Park

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1> Is the Minister aware that stu-
dents attending Wembley Techni-
cal College at night are not al-
lowed to use the car park which
is never more than half full of
an evening?
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(2) If “Yes” what reasons are glven
for such instructions?

(3) If “No” will the Minister Instruct
the adminlstration of the Wem-
bley Technlcal College to allow
students to use the car park of an
evening?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) to (3) The limited space available
within the coilege grounds is used
for staff parking, access to teach-
ing facllities, and limited student
use.

3. TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Accountancy Course; Eniry into
Public Service

Mr T, D, EVANS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:
Would the Minister please inves-
tigate a complaint that the
subject Accountancy I avallable
through the Technical Education
Division as part of the certificate
course of Business Studies is not
acceptable for entry into the Pub-
Hc Service of this State, and
advise me?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Yes.

4, EASTERN GOLDFIELDS HIGH
SCHOOL

Guidance Officer and Social Worker
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Ministey rep-
resenting the Minister for Edupation:
(1) Is the Minister in receifit of a

letter from the honorary secretary
of the South XKalgoorlie parents
and cltizens' assoclation of date
9th August, 1976, re the appoint-
ment to the Kailgoorlie area of a
guidance officer and a soclal
worker?

(2) Wil the Minister give an assur-
ance that appointments to East-
ern Goldflelds Senfor High School
of such specialist staff will be
made for the 1977 school year?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1> A number of letters have been
received on this matter.

(2) Three positions for guildance offi-
cers have been advertised for the
Kalgoorlle area for 1977. However,
the willingness of qualified staff
to apply for these advertised posi-
tions cannot bhe guaranteed.

5. SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS

Sex Education Course
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

(1) How many schools have opted for
the sex education course?



